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The Yaquina estuary 

provides one of only three

locations in Oregon for

winter habitat for black

brandt, a species whose

numbers are declining.

Brandt geese eats 

eelgrass which depends

on the overall health of

the estuary, high water

quality (excess sediment

is detrimental to eelgrass

survival) and on energy

flow out of the marsh 

into the bay.
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he Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board in

partnership with The
Wetlands Conservancy and
Central Coast Land
Conservancy received a
$952,214 grant from US Fish
and Wildlife Service National
Coastal Wetlands
Conservation Grant Program
to acquire 600 acres of salt
and brackish marsh within
Yaquina Bay estuary.

Yaquina Bay has
lost approximately
70% of its historic
estuarine marshes.
The remaining tidal
marshes provide
habitat critical for
species listed on the
Endangered Species
Act including coho
salmon, brown peli-
cans, bald eagles,

and marbled murrelets, as well
as for sea-run cutthroat and
steelhead trout, chum salmon
and Pacific lamprey.The 
estuarine marsh habitat also
supports very high use by
waterfowl and large numbers
and diversity of migratory
shorebirds.

The importance of
Yaquina Bay acquisition has
long and repeatedly received
note as a high priority area

T

Federal Funds Accepted to Acquire High
Quality Yaquina Estuary Marshlands

for acquisition by the federal
government in a variety of
waterfowl, shorebird and 
wetland plans dating back to
1976. Due to the large num-
bers and diversity of coastal
dependent and migratory, it
has been designated a
“Continentally Important 
Bird Area” in American Bird
Conservancy’s United States
Important Bird Areas program.
Specifically, Yaquina Bay was

designated because
it provides impor-
tant habitat for
continentally 
significant numbers
of Western Gulls
and nationally 
significant numbers
of Caspian terns,
Whimbrels,
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The American Bird

Conservancy noted in its

Yaquina Bay determination

letter of October 26, 1998

that: “It was a close call

between designating the site

as globally versus continen-

tally important.The final

decision point came because

numbers seem to be much

lower now than they were in

the past. If there are changes

in habitat, census taking or

management in the future,

and numbers increase, then

the classification can be

revisited.”

The acquisitions and

restorations planned for the

next ten years in Yaquina

estuary will protect and

restore habitat that is 

essential for these birds, and

will begin the efforts needed

to rebuild Yaquina Bay to

globally important status.
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he Lower Columbia
River Estuary

Partnership awarded a
$135,000 grant to The
Wetlands Conservancy
(TWC) to work on conserva-
tion planning and restoration
in the Scappoose Bay 
lowlands located in south
Columbia County, adjacent 
to Multnomah Slough and
Sauvie Island National
Wildlife Area.The Scappoose
Watershed, historically sup-
ported four of six species of
salmon and a large diversity 
of waterfowl and shorebirds
species found in the Pacific
Northwest. It contained a
broad diversity of habitats,
ranging from small, steep
mountain streams to forested
stream valleys to the lowland
floodplain of the Columbia
River Estuary. Over the past
150 years, the watershed has
been impacted by a broad
range of uses: agriculture,•2
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forestry, surface mining,
and residential and industrial
development.

Although fish and wildlife
species and numbers have
declined, there is still an
opportunity to conserve and
restore their habitats, which
in turn will help with 
recovery of the species.
TWC  is working on this
project with The Nature
Conservancy, Oregon Natural
Heritage Information Center
and the Scappoose Watershed
Council.

The wetland conservation
plan for Scappoose
Bottomlands supports 
The Lower Columbia River
Estuary Partnership mission
of protecting and restoring
the nationally significant
lower Columbia River 
estuary with on-the-ground
improvements and education
and information programs.
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Western Grebes, Black Brant,
Sanderlings and Mew Gulls.

The proposed acquisitions
in Johnson, Poole, MaCaffery
sloughs and along the Upper
Yaquina River, are key to the
implementation of protection
activities on the highest prior-
ity sites in the Yaquina estuary
identified in the assessment
completed by the MidCoast
Watersheds Council (Brophy,
1999). The acquisitions will
incorporate and expand the
positive but isolated protection
and restoration efforts in the
estuary (from private
landowners, the city, and two
timber companies), to build 
a comprehensive system of
protection for the highest 
priority salt marsh sites.

Over the next few months
appraisals we will be conduct-
ing appraisals of the proper-
ties, with a goal of working
with the landowners to pur-
chase the properties this sum-
mer.

Landowner contacts will be
coordinated by the MidCoast
Watershed Councils, Central
Coast Conservancy and The
Wetlands Conservancy.
Management and monitoring
plans for the properties will be
prepared by the Central Coast
Land Conservancy and The
Wetlands Conservancy. The
titles to the properties will 
be held by The Wetlands
Conservancy with a deed
restriction granted to the 
state of Oregon.

Wayne Hoffman, MidCoast

Watersheds Council

Coordinator. The MidCoast

Watersheds Council is a

local non-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to improv-

ing the health of streams

and watersheds in the

midcoast area.  

Meet our 
coastal 
partners  

Fran Recht is the Habitat

Program Manager for

Pacific States Marine

Fisheries Commission and

a founding member of the

Central Coast

Conservancy. 

Dennis Callegari 

is Lands Forester of

Oregon Timberlands,

Simpson Resource

Company. Simpson

has been a long time

partner in the

Yaquina assessment

and conservation activities. We plan to purchase 200 +

acres of marsh from Simpson.

Mary Holbert is a Watershed Management Educator

for Oregon State Extension Sea Grant. Mary will help with

some landowner contact and is working with The Wetlands

Conservancy to provide training for real estate agents on

wetlands. 

Special thanks for assisting in
state acceptance of the federal
grant to:

Ken Bierley

Bruce Taylor

Terry Thompson

Ray Wilkeson

Lincoln Soil and
Water Conservation 
District

Federal Funds
continued from page 1

Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership Awards TWC
Grant to Develop Wetland Conservation Plan for
Scappoose Bottoms 
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he Wetlands
Conservancy and Clean

Water Services’ Field
Operations staff have com-
bined creativity and forces 
to create a functioning
bioswale and an improved
wetland at the Norm
Thompson Outfitters
Corporate Headquarters.

In May 2003, students
from Open Meadow Learning
Centers (OMLC) participated
in a one week landscape
design course with TWC staff
Esther Lev and restoration

Foster and Alongi to help.
In July 1996, the team,

with the addition of fluvial
geomorphologist Todd Moses,
worked together to transform
a reach of Beaverton Creek
near Millikan Way. The team
to rehabilitated the degraded
wetland and stream channel
by excavating two meander
bends  and plugging the old
channel with the spoils exca-
vated from the new channel.
One day after the initial
earthwork was completed up
to fifty crayfish and 100 sala-
manders were observed in the
new channel. The success and
creativity produced by the
chemistry of field operations
specialists and restorationists
together, encouraged a second
phase of the project the next
year. Seven years later, great
blue and green backed herons
are regularly seen on the 

•4

ecologist Dennis O’Connor to
redesign Norm  Thompson’s
bioswale and develop a
restoration and landscape plan
for the wetland, riparian area
and transition zone adjacent to
Rock Creek.

When it was time to
implement the student’s
design, Lev and O’Connor
remembered their Beaverton
Creek remeander project and
looked to Mike Young and
Mike McCallen from Clean
Water Services and David
Gorman, engineer with Maul
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REMEANDERING
ANOTHER
WASHINGTON
COUNTY
WATERWAY
Old Partners Continue the Work

willow-vegetated islands and
wetland oxbows.A once
straightened channel,
enveloped in a sea of reed
canarygrass, now has more
diversity and visual interest.

In October 2003, dodging
snow, sleet, hail and rain
storms, the same team
brought new life to the
Norm Thompson landscape.
Today a meanding bioswale,
complete with several Mike
McCallen waterfalls is filter-
ing parking lot and storm
drain runoff before entering
Rock Creek, while providing
habitat for a variety wildlife
species. Excavation of the
bioswale, also allowed for
removal of a wall of blackber-
ries, now replaced by native
trees and shrubs planted by
Norm Thompson employees.

The Beaverton Creek 

remeandering project six years

later. December 2003 
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The Wetlands Conservancy and New Seasons Markets are planning a

Wetland Awareness Week event May 22-23, 2004, to celebrate National

Wetlands Month.The event is an opportunity to showcase some of the

innovative wetland conservation projects progressive food producers have

undertaken through Oregon.The event theme is

showcasing how conservation of Oregon’s wetland

and streams, also conserves locally grown and pro-

duced food.

During the May 22 weekend, New Seasons

Markets will be hosting a non-profit barbecue bene-

fit, which will support The Wetlands Conservancy.

Staff and volunteers from The Wetlands

Conservancy will be at each store helping with the

barbecue and talking with customers about the

value of wetlands. Additionally, producers like

Kettle Chips, Oregon Country Beef and Organic

Valley Farms will be on hand at each store talking

about their wetland restoration projects, their 

company philosophy and products.

TWC will also have tours and work parties 

scheduled at some of our Metro area preserves.

If you are interested in helping with the barbecues, talking to customers

about wetlands, leading field trips or work parties for the event, please get in

touch with The Wetlands Conservancy at 503. 691.1394

or at: info@wetlandsconservancy,org.

This is a great opportunity to introduce New

Seasons shoppers to the wonders of wetlands and the

connection between water and land conservation and

local businesses.

Shop and Volunteer to Support 
The Wetlands Conservancy

T H E W E T L A N D S C O N S E R V A N C Y

“It is so exciting for us 

to look outside and see the

new bioswale and lack of

blackberries.We really feel

that our hands-on efforts

are making a small 

difference in the world.”

Derek Smith 
Corporate Sustainablity

Manager

Doug and Sharon Sinko of
Organic Valley Farms will be
on hand to talk about their
wetland project and organic
milk.
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Planned giving is a special way to help The Wetlands

Conservancy protect and conserve wetlands for generations to

come. Gift Planning offers individuals a way to make important

contributions that support their financial objectives and also help

secure a vibrant futures for The Wetlands Conservancy. For over

20 years, we have been working to save hundreds 

of acres of wetland, protect vital habitats and ensure that future

Oregonians will have the opportunity to appreciate our natural

environment.Your gift will allow us to continue the work that

you believe in and value.

Please consider making a charitable gift to The Wetlands

Conservancy in your will or living trust. No

matter how large or small, these gifts help

reduce taxes for donors and provide

essential funding for The Wetlands

Conservancy’s programs. Gift planning is

a great way to make a lasting contribution

to The Wetlands Conservancy.

To include us in your will or trust, please consult with

your tax or legal advisor. For purposes of a specific devise:

our legal name is The Wetlands Conservancy, an

Oregon nonprofit corporation, our address is PO Box

1195,Tualatin, Oregon 97062, and our Federal Tax 

identification number is 93-0797197.

Your gift will ensure the protection of

Oregon’s wetlands for generations to

come.

The Wetlands Conservancy is happy to

work with you and your advisors to create a

plan that meets your goals. For more infor-

mation, please contact Mary Anne Sohlstrom

at The Wetlands Conservancy, 503 691.1394 or

info@wetlandsconservancy.org.

WRG Chooses TWC as
Partner in Community
Impact Crew

t WRG, we know that
providing action-based

volunteer support to our local
communities will improve
and ensure the continuation
of high-quality livability on
which we have come to
depend.WRG is committed
to helping those in its 
communities find creative
solutions to the complexities
of the world around us.The
result of this commitment is
the formation of the
Community Impact Crew
(CIC).The CIC will help
meet the needs of a variety 
of charitable and volunteer
organizations, such as The
Wetlands Conservancy, by
participating in community
improvement activities.We 
are inspired to create a better
quality of life for our families
and community. It is our hope
that others will be as inspired
to form their own CIC to
continue to make a difference.

WRG Design, Inc. is a multi-disci-

plinary design firm with offices in

Portland, OR, Las Vegas, NV,

Phoenix,AZ, Sacramento, CA and

Boise ID.With a staff of over 190

professionals we provide high-quality,

environmentally sound and responsi-

ble site planning, landscape architec-

ture, civil engineering and survey

work for public and private clients

throughout the West and Canada.

f you count yourself
among the thousands of

Oregonians who donated to
Earth Share of Oregon
(ESOR) this fall, thank you!
Employees in over 75 busi-
nesses and public agencies
committed their support for
Earth Share's 66 members
who work to protect human
health, preserve wildlife habi-
tat and promote alternatives
that will reduce the effects of
global warming.The Wetlands
Conservancy is strengthened
by our membership in Earth
Share and by support from
donors like you.

If your workplace is not
currently involved in an
ESOR giving program, this 
is how it works: ESOR works
with employers to set up a
program that allows employ-
ees to support environmental
programs through payroll

New Grants
The Wetlands Conservancy awarded grants from the 
Rogers Family and the Carl J. and Alma Johnson Fund
of the Oregon Community Foundation.

The Rogers Family Fund and the Carl J. and Alma Johnson

Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation awarded TWC

$10,000 to advance the Conservancy’s work in in the Deschutes

Basin, Central Coast and Scappoose Bottomlands.

The Oregon Community Foundation, established in 1973,

manages charitable funds donated by individuals, families and

businesses to enhance and support the quality of life in their 

communities.

Convening Partnerships to
Conserve Oregon’s Greatest
Wetlands     

he Wetlands Conservancy
and Oregon Habitat Joint

Venture are working with state
agencies to help them use wet-
land mitigation funds to lever-
age greater long-term conser-
vation benefits. Missions,
agency mandates, and time
constraints often can keep
agencies and non-profits from
exploring common visions,
and institutional barriers hin-
der partnerships that could
direct mitigation projects.The
Wetlands Conservancy and
Oregon Habitat Joint Venture
hosted a meeting between
Oregon Division of State
Lands, Oregon Department 
of Transportation and Joint
Venture partners to share
updates on state wetland pro-
grams and Joint Venture part-
ners wetland plans and on-the-
ground projects.Ann Hanus,
Director of Division of State
Lands, and Larry Devroy, DSL
Wetland Mitigation Specialist,
and Oregon Department of
Transportation Wetland staff
were on hand at the December
meeting to describe their
agency wetland programs,
mandates and funding. the goal
of the meeting was to link the
Joint Venture partners habitat
projects with mitigation pro-
grams and funding opportuni-
ties available through the
Oregon Division of State
Lands and Oregon Department
of Transportation.We hope this
will be the beginning of new
partnerships and wetland 
conservation and restoration
projects around the state.

“The Wetlands

Conservancy's work 

with state and local

groups and landowners 

is a great example of 

the cooperation needed for

permanent conservation 

of Oregon wetlands that

support a diversity of

plants, birds and animals.

OCF commends the con-

servancy for its locally

developed plans and

hopes that it can continue

to broaden 

community involvement.

This kind of private 

initiative is one element

of preserving a healthy

environment across the

state.”

Jeff Anderson
OCF Program Officer

deductions.Through this 
program, employees can
choose to support Earth
Share as a whole, enabling all
of ESOR member groups to
benefit, or to designate their
support for one or more spe-
cific groups, like TWC. In 
this way, even a small gift of a
dollar or two per paycheck
adds up to a generous contri-
bution. It's easy and it makes
a difference! For more infor-
mation, please contact Ron
Shoals at ESOR:
503.223.9015 or 
rrs@earthshare-oregon.org;
or visit 
www.earthshare-oregon.org.

Thank you to those who contributed
through Earth Share of Oregon 

LEAVING A WETLAND

CONSERVATION LEGACY

THROUGH ESTATE PLANNING
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Membership
■■  New member
■■  Renewal 
■■  Senior $ 20
■■  Friend $ 35
■■  Family $ 60
■■  Steward $120
■■  Benefactor $240
■■  Corporate $500
■■  Founder’s Circle $1,000

I am enclosing a check for 
$ ________

■■  Additional gift for Land
Acquisition $ _______

■■  Additional gift for
Endowment $ _______

■■  Please send me more
information about the
Wetlands Conservancy

■■  Send me information
about the tax benefits of
land gifts and conservation
easements

Or, bill my credit card:

■■  VISA ■■  MasterCard

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

Help Support Wetlands Preservation by Becoming a MemberSimple Giving
■■  Yes! I want to join the Simple
Giving program with monthly
gifts of $ ________.

SIGNATURE

DATE

I have enclosed one of the 
following:
■■  A check with my first

monthly gift
■■  A voided check
■■  A deposit slip

Your gift will be transferred on the
first business day of each month
and will appear on your regular
bank statement.You may change or
cancel your gift within 15 days of
your bank statement. Clip and mail to: The Wetlands Conservancy, PO Box 1195,

Tualatin, Oregon 97062, or just call us at 503.691.1394


