
ith funding from US Fish and Wildlife Service
Coastal Grant and Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board, TWC has acquired 420 acres of high priority
estuarine marsh habitat in Yaquina Bay. These
acquisitions are key to the implementation of  pro-
tection and restoration activities on the highest
priority sites in the Yaquina estuary as determined
by the assessment completed by the MidCoast
Watersheds Council. TWC’s ownership incorpo-
rates and expands the positive but isolated pro-
tection and restoration efforts in the estuary (from
private landowners, the city, and timber compa-
nies), to build a comprehensive system of protec-
tion for the highest priority salt marsh sites.

Yaquina Bay has lost approximately 70% of its
historic estuarine marshes. The remaining tidal
marshes provide habitat critical for species listed
on the Endangered Species Act including coho
salmon, brown pelicans, bald eagles, and 
marbled murrelets, as well as for sea-run 

Inside this issue
Salmon Habitat Fund to 
Support Yaquina Plan. . . . 2

Seal Rock Donation. . . . . . 3

Clarence W. McQueen and 
Family Preserve . . . . . . . . . 4

$1 Million in USFW Grants 
to Expand Coastal 
Conservation . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Tualatin Community 
Art Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Save Trees, Support
Wetlands & Local Artist . . 5

Murdock Grant to Fund
Wetland Explorer. . . . . . . . 6

Earth Share Donors. . . . . . 7

Nature Walk Calendar . . . . 7

New Logo, New Look . . . . 7

cutthroat and steelhead trout which are ESA
candidate species. The project additionally pro-
tects key habitat for state sensitive anadromous 
species: chum salmon and Pacific lamprey. 
The remaining estuarine marsh habitat supports
the second highest use by waterfowl in Oregon
(PCJV, 1993). It also contains high numbers and
diversity of migratory shorebirds.

In addition to changes to state land use laws
(Wetlands  Volume 1, Number 2, August 2007),
many new partnerships with  private 
landowners, county, state and federal agencies, 
businesses and other non-profit organizations
have developed since inception of the project.
We will begin working with Pacific Forest Trust
on joint conservation and restoration strategies
for TWC’s new acquisitions and their adjacent
2,500 acres.

TWC acquires 420 acres in Yaquina Estuary
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Our new acquisitions in Yaquina estuary have been the

spark for additional acquisitions in the Yaquina, Alsea 

Bay and Beaver Creek watersheds. It has helped launch a 

multi-partner vision of 10,000 acres of conserved forest,

riparian, wetland, mudflat and estuary lands from

Newport to Waldport.
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Conservation of the
high quality Yaquina
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a village. Thank you 
all for your guidance 
support and patience.
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Salmon Habitat Fund will Support
Yaquina Conservation Plan

WC will work with The Nature Conservancy,
Central Coast Land Conservancy, Pacific Forest
Trust, The Native Fish Society, MidCoast
Watersheds Council and others to develop a coor-
dinated landscape-scale ecological framework to
assist in prioritizing projects, defining project and
restoration goals, strategies and performance
standards for estuarine, wetland and upland 
habitats of Yaquina estuary and lower watershed.
The plan will support a ten-year goal of conserva-
tion and restoration of an ecologically connected
network of 6,000 acres of estuarine, wetlands and
upland habitats within Yaquina watershed.

It will target and identify the available and
possible acres of each of the focus habitat types
and will note the species that will benefit from
conservation of these sites and habitats.

Conservation and Restoration Opportunities on the Central Coast Abound

Collaboration & Partnerships Yield Big Results

T

O
re

go
n 

O
ce

an
-C

oa
st

al
 M

an
ag

em
en

t P
ro

gr
am

D
av

e 
Pi

tk
in

O R E G O N

Beaver 
Creek

Pa
ci

fic
 O

ce
an

Yaquina River

Alsea River

Newport

Waldport

•

•



3

Winter 2008

regon State Parks and Recreation purchased
319 acres along Beaver Creek seven miles south of
Newport. Beaver Creek is an ocean tributary north
of Seal Rock, and the newly acquired property is a
few miles east of Highway 101 adjacent to Ona
Beach State Park and The Wetlands Conservancy’s
78-acre Happ Wetland Preserve on Beaver Creek. 

As a state park property, the area’s freshwater
wetlands, lowland riparian woodland and Sitka
spruce forest will be managed for both 
conservation and passive recreation. Together 
with TWC’s Happ Wetland Preserve, the acquisition
is a key part of the multi-partner Beaver Creek
watershed cooperative ecosystem management
strategy. The strategy connects old growth forests
in the upper watershed with beach, coastal dunes, 
estuary, and marsh habitats downstream. The
Wetlands Conservancy is working with adjacent
private landowners on this collaborative 
conservation effort.

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
will work with The Wetlands Conservancy and
Central Coast Land Conservancy to develop a 
conservation, restoration and management plan

for the wetlands portion of the property. The wet-
lands provide habitat for coho salmon, cutthroat
trout, winter steelhead, and waterfowl and other
bird species. The management plan will also
encourage low-key recreation use – kayaking and
nature interpretation – building on the successful
state park interpretive kayak tours of Beaver Creek
launched from Ona
Beach State Park.

The Oregon Parks
and Recreation
Department purchased
the site using dedi-
cated Oregon Lottery
funds set aside for
state parks by Oregon
voters in 1998. 

Beaver Creek provides
valuable habitat for
many  species of 
waterfowl and wading
birds, as well as raptors
and passerines, in
addition to coho, 
cutthroat, steelhead,
and chinook salmon.

Oregon State Parks
offers interpretive
kayak tours of Beaver
Creek that are
launched from Ona
Beach State Park.

O

State Purchases 319-Acre Parcel in the 
Beaver Creek Watershed
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uilding on the success and momentum of the
acquisitions in Yaquina estuary, TWC, in partner-
ship with the Central Coast Land Conservancy and
funding from the US Fish and Wildlife Service
Small North American Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA), TWC purchased 33 acres of estuarine
marsh in McCaffery slough, Yaquina estuary. The
Clarence W McQueen & Family Preserve will add to
lands already conserved, resulting in the conserva-
tion of approximately 85% of the salt marsh habi-
tat  in this approximately 550 acre watershed. The
City of Newport will donate the adjacent 7-acre
parcel to the Central Coast Land Conservancy.

$1 million in US Fish And Wildlife
Service Grants to Assist TWC
Expanding Coastal Conservation 

uilding on the success of the recent acquisi-
tions in Yaquina estuary and Beaver Creek Marsh,
two US Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Grants
will provide funding for acquisitions in Alsea Bay
and further acquisitions in Yaquina estuary.

The $1,000,000 grant award will be used to
acquire and protect approximately 235 acres of
high priority estuarine marsh habitat in Alsea Bay.
The sites to be acquired are priority sites identi-
fied through a state and local watershed council
cooperative assessment. This project also builds
on estuarine protection and restoration work
being undertaken in that estuary by conservation
non profits, small private landowners, timber
companies and the watershed council.

The purchases comprise 75 percent of the
Bayview oxbow and the tidal marshlands and
forested uplands adjacent to Starr Creek and near
to the Drift Creek wilderness area. The Alsea basin
once rated first in Oregon in importance for coho
spawning. Though populations here are now
severely depressed, as they are throughout
Oregon. The hope is that the Alsea can soon
regain its reputation for supporting the healthiest
of coho runs. Acquiring the proposed properties
will be the first step in protecting and restoring
these habitats for salmonids and other waterfowl
and avian species. habitats. 

A second $95,000 award will support 
continued acquisitions in Yaquina estuary.

Seal Rock Property Donation Adds to
Beaver Creek Conservation Area

illamette Pacific Land Co., LLC has donated a 6.6-acre parcel near 
Ona Beach. The mixed wetland shrub and partially wooded parcel expands
the Beaver Creek Conservation Area properties owned by The Wetlands
Conservancy and Oregon state Parks and Recreation. Donation of the 
property conserved several acres of forest land that could have been 
cleared for construction of a homesite.

The McQueen Preserve
builds on the conserva-
tion of 500 acres of 
high tidal marsh and
adjacent uplands in
MacCaffery and Poole
Sloughs near the mouth
of the Yaquina estuary. 

Clarence W. McQueen and 
Family Preserve
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TWC’s newest preserve at Seal Rock provides 
wetland scrub shrub and upland habitat.



The October 10 dedication was a celebration
of the marsh, art and community partnerships. It
also kicked off TWC’s ambitious five-year Hedges
Creek restoration project, that will restore 27 acres
of Hedges Creek Marsh. Over the next 
five years, TWC will work closely with the City of
Tualatin, Clean Water Services residents, schools
and businesses to restore and enhance the 
57-acre Hedges Creek Marsh. Funding from Oregon
Department of State Lands, Clean Water Services
and the City of Tualatin will support rehabilitating
the wetland from Boones Ferry Rd to SW 90th Ave.  

Save Trees, Support
Wetlands Conservation 
and a Local Artist  

ew Seasons Market, in collaboration
with artist Nikki McClure have produced
a limited edition 100% organic cotton
tote. This winter, $1 of the $15 purchase
price per bag will be donated to The
Wetlands Conservancy. Head to your
nearest New Seasons Market now. 

Kaiser Permanente, 
The Wetlands Conservancy and
Tualatin City Officials Dedicate
Community Art Project

ity of Tualatin officials joined Kaiser
Permanente and The Wetlands Conservancy 
to dedicate a new community art project at 
Kaiser Permanente’s Tualatin Medical Office on
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 2007. The three six-foot high
posts, covered with more than 80 sculptured clay
tiles depicting plants and animals of Hedges Creek
Marsh, were created by Kaiser Permanente
employees, students from Tualatin Elementary
school, other Tualatin community members, and
The Wetlands Conservancy staff and volunteers
under the direction of artist Sarah Ferguson with
funding from the Regional Arts and Cultural
Council. The pieces are at the edge of Hedges
Creek Marsh adjacent to Kaiser Permanente’s
Tualatin facility at 19185 SW 90th. The date marked
the sixth anniversary of the opening of the facility,
which already houses wetland-inspired art Kaiser
Permanente commissioned or purchased for the
waiting areas inside. The medical office is an 
official stop on Tualatin’s Art Walk, which will 
make it easy for visitors to find and view the new
outdoor art pieces.
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Arbor Lodge
6400 N Interstate Ave.
Portland, OR 97217

Cedar Hills Crossing
3495 Cedar Hills Blvd.
Beaverton, OR 97005

Concordia
5320 NE 33rd Ave.
Portland, OR 97211

Happy Valley 
15861 SE Happy Valley Town
Center Dr.
Happy Valley, OR 97236
(off Sunnyside Rd. between SE

157th and SE 162nd)

Mountain Park
3 SW Monroe Parkway
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Orenco Station
1453 NE 61st Ave.
Hillsboro, OR 97124

Raleigh Hills
7300 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale
Hwy
Portland, OR 97225

Sellwood
1214 SE Tacoma St.
Portland, OR 97202

Seven Corners
1954 SE Division St.
Portland, OR 97202

N E W  S E A S O N S  S T O R E  L O C A T I O N S

Artist Nikki McClure cuts her images from a single
sheet of paper with an x-acto knife. Motherhood,
nature, community and activism are celebrated in
her simple, powerful designs. She lives with her
family in Olympia, Washington.

Artist Sarah Ferguson,
left, puts finishing
touches on wetland art
pieces. The tiles were
created by Kaiser
Permanente employees,
students from Tualatin
Elementary School, the
Tualatin Senior Center ,
other members of the
Tualatin community 
and TWC staff and 
volunteers.
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three year, $278,000 grant from the M.J.
Murdock Charitable Trust will support develop-
ment of The Oregon Wetland Explorer and add
wetland ecologist John Christy to TWC’s staff. The
Explorer will create a single source for information
on wetlands in Oregon. This web-based tool will
help simplifying the permitting process and better
coordinate mitigation by providing wetland scien-
tists, regulators, land use practioners and deci-
sion-makers with a single comprehensive GIS-
based map of Oregon’s most critical wetlands The
Oregon Wetland Explorer will improve the conser-
vation of wetlands while promoting economic
development and efficiency in government and
conservation.  

John's specialties are wetland community
ecology, bryophytes, and historical ecology. John
has over 20 years experience evaluating wetlands
and has been working for the past six years 

interpreting BLM/GLO historic vegetation surveys
and updating GAP analysis information. He has
worked for the Oregon Natural Heritage
Information Center since 1989.
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Wetlands 2008 to
be held in Portland
in September

Wetlands 2008—

co-hosted by the

Association of State

Wetland Managers 

(ASWM) and the Pacific

Northwest chapter of

the Society of Wetland 

Scientists—will be held

in Portland, Oregon,

Sept. 15 through 19.

Mark those calendars

now!

“Wetlands and

Climate Change” is the

conference theme and

there will be both

regional and national

speakers on this hot

topic! There will also 

be special sessions 

on wetland condition

assessment and 

monitoring, floodplain

management and 

wetlands, updates on

federal Clean Water Act

issues directly from

headquarters and the

Department of Justice,

and much more. 

Please visit and 

mark the ASWM web

site below for more

information as it 

develops, including

some great field trip

opportunities.

http://www.aswm.org/
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Thank You To Earth Share Donors
he Wetlands Conservancy is a member of

Earth Share of Oregon (ESOR), which supports 
our work by partnering with businesses and public
agencies to conduct annual workplace giving 
campaigns. Last year, Earth Share raised nearly
$800,000 through individual and corporate 
donations in 100 workplaces. Thank you to the
more than 4,000 individual donors to this year’s
giving campaign,  For The Wetlands Conservancy,
this translates to nearly $9,000 for wetlands 
protection!

If you don’t have an Earth Share giving pro-
gram at work, this is how it can happen: Earth
Share coordinates with employers to allow
employees who want to support environmental
nonprofits to donate by making a payroll contribu-
tion. Through this program, employees can choose
to designate their gifts to any of Earth Share’s 
67 member groups, like us, or give a general gift
which benefits all groups equally. In this way, 
even a small gift of $5 per paycheck adds up to a
generous contribution. It’s easy and it makes a 
difference! For more information, please contact
Trudy Toliver at Earth Share: 503.223.9015 or
trudy@earthshare-oregon.org or visit 
www.earthshare-oregon.org.
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www.wetlandsconservancy.org

Tualatin Heritage Center
and Wetlands
Conservancy Bird and
Nature Walks 

oin TWC staff & volunteers for
a series of 1.5 hour Bird & Nature
walks this spring, as we look for
the last of our wintering ducks
and sparrows and begin to find
the spring migrants. All walks are
at SWEEK POND, located behind
the Tualatin Heritage Center at 8700 SW Sweek
Drive, next to the new Tualatin Police Station.

Wednesday, March 5th, 9:00 am. Sweek Pond
begins the transition from winter to spring with the
arrival of early migrant song birds and signs of
green leaves. 

Wednesday, April 9th, 8:00 am. Migration will
be well under way with new arrivals every week.
We may find lingering waterfowl as well as early
songbirds.

Wednesday, May 7th, 8:00 am. This week is the
peak of the spring migration.  We should find war-
blers, sparrows, swallows and many other song-
birds.

For more information call TWC at 503.691.1394 
or the Heritage center at 503.885.1926.

TWC
Board of Directors
Geoffrey Huntington
President

Paul Agrimis
Vice President

Ed Casey Jr., Secretary

Anne Eakin, Treasurer

Gary Hahn

Marlene Huntsinger

Mark Jockers

Steve Jones

Jeff Keeney

Preston Michie

Althea Pratt-Broome,
Emeritus

Jim Rapp

Staff
Esther Lev
Executive Director

Ann Salminen
Chief Operations Officer

Mary Anne Sohlstrom
Office Manager

Jennifer Wilson
Property Steward

John Christy
Wetland Ecologist

Paul Engelmeyer
Coastal Steward

The Wetlands Conservancy
PO Box 1195

Tualatin, Oregon 97062

t 503.691.1394 
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Dragonfly is TWC’s New Logo
regon’s wetlands are home to many species 

of dragonflies and damselflies. Agriculture and
human land development have eliminated many
wetlands, resulting in a loss of biodiversity and
habitat. Dragonflies and damselflies are often an
overlooked species that can serve an important role as indicators of wetland ecosystem health. They
occupy a significant position in the food chain, as a top predator of other insects such as mosquitoes,
and their presence is vital to wetland ecosystems. Dragonflies are also cool-looking and fun to look 
for. With the dragonfly as our new logo, we will be looking for opportunities to conserve, enhance and
restore our wetlands with eye for the habitat needs of  these vibrant creatures.

Over the next months watch for a major overhaul of our website.
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Help Support Wetlands Preservation by Becoming a MemberR E N E W  Y O U R
M E M B E R S H I P

As a member, you already
know how your ongoing 
support directly affects TWC’s
efforts to conserve Oregon’s
Greatest Wetlands.

By completing the renewal
process online, you’ll seam-
lessly maintain your member-
ship status. Renew your 
membership online right now
to ensure that future genera-
tions continue to enjoy the
unspoiled lands and waters 
we work to protect.

G I F T  M E M B E R S H I P S

Gift memberships are a fun
and easy way to spread the
word of The Wetlands
Conservancy’s work while 
continuing to help conserve
Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands. 

Clip and mail to: The Wetlands Conservancy, PO Box 1195, 

Tualatin, Oregon 97062, or just call us at 503.691.1394

TheWetlandsConservancy


