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American Wetlands Month

2010!

M ay 2010 marks the 20th anniversary of

American Wetlands Month, a time when the
Environmental Protection Agency and its partners
– federal, state, tribal and local agencies, and
organizations in the non-profit and private
sectors – celebrate the importance of wetlands
to our nation's ecological, economic, and social
health. This year's American Wetlands Month will
focus on coastal wetlands.
Month in and month out, of course, wetlands
are vital to our lives. They store, clean and filter
our water, prevent soil erosion and control flooding. They provide rich habitat for thousands of
species of birds, fish and mammals. And they
are indescribably beautiful.

To help celebrate National Wetlands
Month, you can:
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Celebrating National Wetlands Month
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joining a local watershed group, or participating
in a wetland monitoring, restoration, or cleanup
project.
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Visit Aqua Plate special partners.
(See details on page 5 )

Become a member of The Wetlands
Conservancy, make a donation in
honor of American Wetlands Month,
or become a TWC volunteer.
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How You Can Help Support The Wetlands Conservancy
Donate
online
Become a
member
Volunteer

By making an online donation you are providing essential
funding to continue our important work of conserving
Oregon’s wetlands.
By joining the Conservancy, you will be welcomed into a group
of Oregonian’s committed to protecting and restoring Oregon’s
Greatest Wetlands.
It's a great way to have fun, learn more about wetlands, meet
new people and support TWC. Put your boots on and work in
the wetlands or help with fund raising, project
planning, writing stories, etc.
www.wetlandsconservancy.org

amphibians

Oregon
Estuaries

T he idea of healthy frog and salamander

E stuaries are bodies of water formed when

freshwater from rivers flows into and mixes with
saltwater from the ocean. In estuaries, the fresh
river water is blocked from streaming into the
open ocean by surrounding mainland, peninsulas,
or fringing salt marshes.
The blending of fresh and saltwater creates
a unique environment containing an abundance
of life. Estuaries gather nutrients from land and
ocean, forming an ecosystem that contains more
life per square inch than the richest Midwest
farmland. Estuaries supply essential habitat for
over 75 percent of our nation's commercial fish
catch.
Oregon's 22 "major" estuaries are ecologically essential for many fish and
Estuaries gather nutrients from land
wildlife
species, including salmon,
and ocean, forming an ecosystem that
herring, flounder, crabs, oysters,
contains more life per square inch than
clams, wading birds, ducks, geese,
the richest Midwest farmland.
shorebirds and harbor seals.
Estuaries provide migration routes as well as
habitat for reproduction, rearing, resting and
foraging.
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Coos Bay
Coastal communities also rely on Oregon's
estuaries, for deep draft shipping, commercial
fishing, port facilities, recreational use and other
activities dependent on water access.
Each of Oregon's estuaries is distinct in its
watershed size, geology, and land uses. Other
aspects that make each estuary as unique as its
shape and size are river gradient, annual patterns
of precipitation, river runoff, solar heat input,
ocean tides and the way freshwater and saltwater
mix together.

populations appearing in densely developed
urban areas may seem like an anomaly. However,
recent surveys of amphibian breeding habitat in
Gresham are showing that remnant ponds and
wetlands in urban areas such as TWC’s Gresham
Meadowlands Preserve can host an amazing
diversity of species.
Gresham Meadowlands Preserve is entirely
surrounded by housing, yet hosts a diversity of
microhabitats ranging from a shady, forest pond
to a sunny, open cattail marsh and a grassy
upland. Amphibians and reptiles thrive at the
preserve year-round.
Amphibians begin life in the water and spend
adulthood on land. Because of their remarkably
absorbent skin, and the interaction with both land
and water, amphibians serve as good indicators
of ecosystem and open space health.
Once a year year, the City of Gresham surveys
more than 200 breeding sites to identify and track
the amphibian species that call Gresham home.
The data helps track whether amphibian popula-

tions are growing or shrinking, identifies stressors,
and suggests potential causes for population
shifts. It is also useful for developing management
goals and deciding on restoration actions at pond
and wetland sites
Observers have found state-listed red-legged
frogs (Rana aurora), Pacific treefrogs (Hyla regilla)
and long-toed salamanders (Ambystoma macrodactylum) at Gresham Meadowlands. Altogether,
eight different species of amphibians (3 frog
species and 6 salamander species) are present,
including 2 state-listed species. Another,
less-welcome presence is that of the invasive
bullfrog, which damages native populations
through competition and predation.

Kristie Lucas

Pacific tree frog

Ensatina
Photos by Laura Guderyau
except as noted

www.wetlandsconservancy.org

Long-toed salamander

3

SPRING 2010

THE WETLANDS CONSERVANCY

T W C

P A R T N E R S

I N

C E L E B R AT I N G

W E T L A N D S

TheWetlandsConservancy
O regon-based

AQUA PLATE SPECIAL

culinary businesses
see the value of
wetlands – it’s as close as the plate on the
dinner table.
In honor of American Wetlands Month in May,
The Wetlands Conservancy and numerous culinary
business partners in Oregon are raising awareness
among diners and supermarket consumers about
conserving and restoring wetlands. Aligned with
the national focus on estuaries, the May programs
highlight the positive effects that healthy estuaries
have on the environment and food systems.
It’s all part of a month-long culinary campaign
called the Aqua Plate Special. This statewide
educational fundraising campaign is raising
awareness and supporting the work of The
Wetlands Conservancy through culinary
connections.
Participating restaurants will promote one
Aqua Plate Special menu item featuring a sustainable seafood whose habitat is dependent upon
the health of Oregon’s estuaries. A portion of the
proceeds from the sale of each Aqua Plate Special
will be donated to The Wetlands Conservancy.
Pacific Natural Foods and New Seasons
Markets are also Aqua Plate Special partners.

During American
Wetlands Month,
Pacific Natural Foods will donate a portion of its
profits from the sales of all Pacific Natural Foods
non-dairy and ready-to-drink beverages to the
Wetlands Conservancy. New Seasons Market will
be honoring American Wetlands Month by contributing $1.00 for each pound of Oregon Shrimp
Meat sold from May 5th through May 11th. Another
$1.00 will contributed, for each Farm Plate Special
sold the week May 19th through the 25th. The
highlight of this special will be Oregon Bay
Shrimp.
Each of these establishments makes conscious choices about where and how to procure,
grow or prepare food. They realize that conservation of Oregon's wetlands and streams also supports locally grown produced and prepared food,
and that in helping TWC, they are becoming part
of the organization’s mission of education for
Oregon’s communities.
TWC is delighted to be a part of a convergence of mission and vision among conservation
non-profits, retail stores, local producers, and
restaurants. Please support our partners in the
Aqua Plate Special. Like a great estuary, or a
wonderful meal, it’s a complex and powerful mix!

A M E R I C A N
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Café Nell
www.cafenell.com

Nostrana
www.nostrana.com

Lenne Estates
www.lenneestate.com

Pacific Natural Foods
www.pacificfoods.com

New Seasons Markets
www.New SeasonsMarket.com

Pazzo Ristorante
www.pazzo.com

Newmans at 988
www.newmandsat988.com

Red Star Tavern & Roast House
www.redstartavern.com
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Lenné Estate Shares
a Taste of its Terroir
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C elebrating American Wetlands Month, Lenné Estate will

offer a Wetlands Partnership 2008 Pinot Noir for sale during
May. Nearly half of the sale of each bottle will be donated to
The Wetlands Conservancy. This wine represents the best
barrels from what wine critics are calling the Oregon’s
finest vintage ever. The wine can be purchased at Lenné
Estate or online, at www.lenneestate.com.
Lenné was started by Steve and Karen Lutz in 2000,
when they purchased a 20-acre site and planted Pinot
Noir the following year. The vineyard sits on a steep,
Pi
Yamhill-nCoa t N o i r
south-facing slope just east of the town of Yamhill. The
alcohol by rlton District
volume 14.0
shallow soil, dense spacing and diverse Pinot Noir clone
helped realize Steve and Karen's goal of creating profound wine in the
vineyard. Today, Lenné utilizes gravity and minimal handling to ensure that the wine is a direct
expression of the terroir of Lenné. Their small production wines are primarily available from their tasting
room in the heart of the vineyard at Lenné.
You can taste and learn more about Lenné wines at the May 8 Indie Wine Festival and or visit their
picturesque vineyard in the heart of Yamhill County’s wine country. Bring this newsletter or a copy of the
wine-label graphic below to Lenne Estates anytime during May or June and receive $5 off the tasting price.
For directions and information about Lenné please visit, www.lenneestate.com

LENN

2008

é
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Since 1987, Pacific Natural Foods has been
blazing trails in the natural foods industry.
At that time they started making soymilk and
they’ve slowly changed the way people view
healthy, natural food ever since. They now have a
full line of beverages made from nuts and grains,
creamy and hearty soups, broths, pot pies, pizzas
and ready to drink coffees, matés and teas. All
products are made with only fresh, wholesome
all-natural and organic ingredients that they can
trace all the way to the source, because they
think it’s important to connect the food we eat
with its roots.

S E A S O N S

Founded in 2000 by three Portland families,
New Seasons Market is proud to be locally
owned and operated and has deep roots in the
community. With nine locations across the
Portland-metro area, we place a priority on
buying locally. We buy from local farmers,
ranchers, creamery co-ops, fishers, crabbers,
local artisan cheese makers, vintners, brewers,
coffee roasters and artists. Then we add familiar
products to our shelves, The result if the best
quality local products in a store that is easy
and fun to shop.

www.wetlandsconservancy.org
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17, 878÷103
Volunteer
Needed

The Wetlands
Conservancy seeks a
volunteer to help prepare an application
for accreditation by
the Land Trust
Alliance (LTA). The
volunteer will work
with the TWC
Operations Director
to study the LTA
Standards and
Practices, research
and assist in writing
and updating policies, and compile our
accreditation application. Required skills
include: Data input
and formatting skills
in Word and Excel,
ability to organize
paper and computer
files, and a sense of
humor. A minimum
of 60 hours of office
work (June-August
2010) at our Tualatin
office is requested.
For more information
contact:
Gordy Molitor
gordymolitor@wetlandsconserv
ancy.org
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B etween November 2009 and April 2010, TWC
land steward Jennifer Wilson hosted 13 work parties
at Cedar Mill, Knez, Pascuzzi Pond and Hedges
Creek Marsh Preserves. 103 individual volunteers,
plus two classes of third-graders, helped to plant
17,878 plants.
That rich addition to restoration and on-going
maintenance of more than 35 acres in the Tualatin
Basin included 5,000 bare root native wetland
trees and shrubs ( willow, ash, alder, spirea,
snowberry, dogwood); 756 emergent wetland
plants (sedges, rushes); and 5,000 willow and
dogwood cuttings.
In a collaboration with the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, 820 Nelson’s checkermallow (Sildalcea
Nelsonii) plants found safe homes at the Hedges
Creek Preserve. These representatives of an
endangered species were rescued from a
development site, and Hedges Creek will provide
excellent habitat for a beautiful plant to re-establish
itself.

Sidalcea Nelsoniana, Nelson’s checker mallow
(Mallow family) is a native perennial forb of
wetland prairies and riparian wetlands. Nelson’s
checker mallow was listed as threatened under the
federal Endangered Species Act in 1993. The
species is also listed as threatened by the state
of Oregon.

thanks

to all the volunteers that helped.
We could not have done it without you.

Su Elliot ■ Wendi Cone ■ Linda Buchanan ■ Gayle Hoybrook ■ Jennifer Lane ■ Susan Garland ■ Katrina
Wilson ■ Cady Adams ■ Jon Dykhuizen ■ RJ Johnson ■ Galen Johnson ■ Moonrose Doherty ■ Chelsea
Sears ■ Juan Lopez ■ Will Caffrey ■ Katia Cmajdalka ■ Olga Gugnyak ■ Barbara Holte ■ John Bauer
Dixie Campbell ■ Claire Bronder ■ Jordon Wells ■ Trina Wells ■ Mary Schwindt ■ Gary Schwindt ■ Rebecca
Farquhar ■ Jeramie Shaw ■ Mindy Shane ■ Liz Marantz ■ Greg Schley ■ Ron Heiden ■ Alex Heiden
Carol Mayer-Reed ■ Ryan Carlson ■ Sarah Ferguson ■ Jered Yagi ■ Emily Jones ■ Jory Horner ■ Brighid
Lane ■ Kim Warram ■ Scott Simon ■ Megan Craft and her 3rd Grade Class (Terra Lind Elementary)
Ms. Muller and her 3rd Grade Class (Terra Lind Elementary) ■ Tim Payne ■ Randy Lawrence ■ Kate Norman
Mohammad S Akbar ■ Asifur Rahman ■ Ataur Patwary ■ Sarah Skroch ■ Heather Phillips ■ Cailee
Davenport ■ Spence Kiddle ■ Jim Byrne ■ Rezwan Rahman ■ Syed Amin ■ Peggi Federspiel ■ Mark
Federspiel ■ Ryan Houlberg ■ David Lindamood ■ Davey Lindamood ■ Joey Lindamood ■ Debbie Rogers
Jason Rogers ■ Eric Petterson ■ Brad Petterson ■ Amanda Perez ■ Josh Delatorre ■ Jennifer Laymance
Joshua Landon ■ Matthew Laymance ■ Norman Carlson ■ Eric Carlson ■ Beth Takahashi ■ Kon Takahashi
Jason Theyer ■ Bryan Kappa ■ Golda Portillo ■ Joy Peery ■ Elizabeth Marantz ■ Chris Ingalls ■ Kim Smith
Ruth Miller ■ Marianne Grasley ■ John Tawney ■ Neil Pietrok ■ Jennifer Imai ■ Carol Lewis-Wright
Mary Johnson ■ Cara Partch ■ Jenny Epps ■ Mary Skaggs ■ John Boone ■ Cheri Peden ■ Eric Laurin
Sean Laurin ■ Andrew Laurin ■ Jamie Lafin ■ Kevin Lafin ■ David Itel ■ Matt Treppel ■ Valerie Tsai
Chien-Chung Tsai
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Gordy Molitor joins
TWC staff as Operations
Director
G ordy Molitor brings more than 30 years of
management experience to his new position with
The Wetlands Conservancy. His career path has
included serving as the Executive Director of
Washington County Community Action, as the
Country Director for CARE International and most
recently as the Executive Director of Portlandbased Green Empowerment. Working with TWC
offers Gordy an excellent way to contribute to and
learn more about Oregon, after living overseas for
many years.
Gordy’s interest in wetlands began at early
age. As a young boy, he spent much of his free
time in the swamp and creek behind his house,
making forts among the cattails and catching fish
in the creek. Then Gordy watched as development
turned the swamp into a church parking lot, and
machinery dredged and straightened the creek to
"prevent flooding.” He tasted further irony when
his school built an ecology center alongside the
the drainage ditch that had once been a free-flowing creek, the place where Gordy and his friends
had learned so much about nature in a truly
organic way.

TWC
Board of Directors
John van Staveren
President
Jim Rapp
Vice President
Ed Casey Jr., Secretary
Anne Eakin, Treasurer
Gary Hahn
Geoff Huntington
Marlene Huntsinger
Mark Jockers

Carolyn Vogt joins
TWC Board
C arolyn Vogt is a shareholder with the
Northwest law firm of Lane Powell PC. Carolyn
practices corporate mergers, and renewable
energy law. She is the Chair of the firm's
Renewable Energy practice group. Carolyn's
father, a retired biology professor, led the family
on annual camping trips to Colorado and New
Mexico, helping to instill an understanding of the
critical importance of land conservation. Carolyn
likes to hike, garden and bicycle.

Steve Jones
Jeff Keeney
Preston Michie
Rory Schmick
David Smith
Carolyn Vogt
Althea Pratt-Broome
Emeritus

Staff
Esther Lev
Executive Director
Gordy Molitor
Operations Director
Mary Anne Sohlstrom
Office Manager
Jennifer Wilson
Property Steward

TWC Board elects new officers

Paul Engelmeyer
Coastal Steward

TWC Board elected John vanStaveren president,
Jim Rapp Vice President, Ed Casey Secretary, and
Anne Eakin Treasurer. Geoff Huntington past
president remains as a board director.

John Christy
Wetlands Ecologist
John Bauer
GIS Mapper
The Wetlands Conservancy
PO Box 1195
Tualatin, Oregon 97062
t 503.691.1394
f 503.885.1084
www.wetlandsconservancy.org
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RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP

As a member, you already
know how your ongoing
support directly affects TWC’s
efforts to conserve Oregon’s
Greatest Wetlands.
By completing the renewal
process online, you’ll seamlessly maintain your membership status. Renew your
membership online right now
to ensure that future generations continue to enjoy the
unspoiled lands and waters
we work to protect.
GIFT MEMBERSHIPS

Gift memberships are a fun
and easy way to spread the
word of The Wetlands
Conservancy’s work while
continuing to help conserve
Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands.

Help Support Wetlands Preservation by Becoming a Member
MEMBERSHIP

■ New Member
NAME

■ Renewal
■ Senior

$ 20

■ Friend

$ 35

■ Family

$ 60

■ Steward

$120

■ Benefactor

$240

■ Corporate

$500

■ Founder’s Circle

$1,000

I am enclosing a check for
$ ________
■ Additional gift for Land

ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP

DAYTIME PHONE

EMAIL

Or, bill my credit card:
■ VISA ■ MasterCard

■ Please send me more
information about The
Wetlands Conservancy

CARD NUMBER

Acquisition $ _______
EXPIRATION DATE

■ Additional gift for Endowment

STATE

SIGNATURE

$ _______

Clip and mail to: The Wetlands Conservancy, PO Box 1195,
Tualatin, Oregon 97062, or just call us at 503.691.1394

■ Send me information about
the tax benefits of land gifts
and conservation easements

