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Council and Pacific  
Forest Trust to place 
nearly 600 large trees 
via helicopter in 9 miles 
of stream and 46 acres 
of tidal channels and 
marshes of the Central 

Coast to improve habitat for salmon, trout, ma-
rine/forage fish and wildlife species. 160 large 
pieces of wood were placed on TWC projects 
in Poole Slough. Past land use practices have 
altered the natural processes that historically 
contributed large wood to the streams and  
estuaries. As a result, in-stream wood and  
native vegetation in the adjacent floodplains 

A collaborative effort on the Central Coast to  

place nearly 600 large trees via helicopter in  

9 miles of stream and 46 acres of tidal channels 

results in improved habitat for salmon, trout, 

marine/forage fish and wildlife species. 

Adding Complexity to Yaquina Estuary
“Feeling the beats from the 
helicopter rotor signified 
to me the end of a simpli-
fied waterway; 150 years of 
resource extraction was  
reversed in an afternoon. 
With the placement of each 
log, I had a renewed sense of hope,” notes 
Conrad Gowell, Watershed Specialist with the 
MidCoast Watersheds Council as he watched 
the Boeing Vertol 234 helicopter skillfully place 
another log in Yaquina estuary’s Poole Slough.

In mid-October, TWC partnered with the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Siuslaw 
National Forest, the Mid Coast Watersheds  
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that provide essential habitat for rearing, spawning and feeding for salmon 
and a variety of shorebirds are missing.  

As they watched the careful placement of large trees including the  
rootwads from a long cable suspended from the helicopter into the water-
way, William Freeman, neighbor of TWC’s Lower Yaquina Preserve shared 
stories of his family’s 100- year history and the changes he has witnessed  
in Poole Slough with TWC coastal steward Paul Engelmeyer and Gowell. 
“I remember floating logs going out the Slough – it was a lot of work then 
and this looks like a lot of work now ... me and my brother used to fish in 
the river and that slough was called Fishtrap Slough – no idea why though,” 
William reminisced. 

At the end of day of watching, the 
rebuilding of the structure in Poole 
Slough with the neighbors of TWC’s 
Lower Yaquina Preserve, Paul smiles 
and acknowledges his good fortune. 
“These multi-partner collaborations 
bring together a diverse group of  
public and private partners that help 
me implement our stewardship and 
management strategies for TWC’s  
Central coast preserves."

Adding large woody debris back into the Yaquina 

system was identified as a high priority restora-

tion action in tWC’s 2011 Lower Yaquina estuary 

Conservation Plan. Between 1870 and 1970 there 

has been a 71% reduction in tidal marsh habitat 

in the Yaquina estuary.  this trend is beginning 

to reverse as more restoration projects such as 

this are implemented. 

     this project is the first of three projects in  

the fish passage waiver granted to Oregon 

Department of transportation from Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife to mitigate fish 

habitat losses in conjunction with the highway 

20 realignment project.  the restoration project 

is the first step in the long-term landscape  

conservation strategy to reestablish natural 

process and function to provide self-sustaining 

habitats for native migratory fish and other  

wildlife species. this project will put Poole 

slough on a trajectory to develop and maintain 

high-quality habitats over time. the two other 

phases that will be completed next spring and 

summer include acquisition of a key 165-acre 

parcel and fish passage restoration and  

enhancement through removal of a legacy berm. 

William Freeman and  
Conrad Gowell watch   
as the helicopter places 
logs, adding complexity  
to Poole slough.

  BEFORE                  AFTER
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Annual monitoring of the Coffee 
Lake Conservation easement 
by Marlene Huntsinger, TWC Board Member

It was a nice, warm summer day in August when 
TWC staff Megan Garvey, wetland ecologist John 
Christy, and Metro Natural Resource Scientist 
Curt Zonick and I conducted our annual monitor-
ing of the Coffee Lake wetland. Once a year we 
walk the property to ensure the conservation 
easement terms are followed while also docu-
menting the site condition and change. This is  
my fifth year of monitoring the property and it  
is one of my favorite duties as a TWC board 
member.

This is the first time that we were joined by 
John Christy, which was a special treat as he is 
an expert in the unique Labish soils and wetland 
plants found in this area.   We each handled and 
crumbled pieces of the Labish peat and marveled 
at its complex texture.

Sherry Young donated the 28-acre preserve 
located in Wilsonville to TWC in 1996. TWC 
transferred the property to Metro in 1996 to be 
included in their management of the larger adja-
cent Coffee Lake Unit of the Tonquin Scablands. 

n O t e s  F R O M  t h e  F I e L D

The Labish soils are an  
accumulation of plant  
material which turns into 
peat over thousands of 
years. These soils are  
generally very produc-
tive and high in organic 
content before they are 
drained for agriculture.

TWC retained a conservation easement to  
assure that the conservation vision of the  
original donor would be maintained under  
Metro ownership and management. 

To date, Metro restoration activities have 
included planting willows and other water  
tolerant plants. The willows are now dense and 
tall and the bird life is active in the restored 
area.  We are hoping that willow flycatchers will 
find places to build nests and raise their young. 
Long-term restoration goals include restoring  
more natural water flow and patterns through 
the wetland which will support a more diverse 
plant community and improve habitat for wildlife 
I hope to get the chance to watch this property in 
the coming years as it continues to be restored!
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Restoration Proves Lucrative:
Farmer Biologist Returns Fescue 
Fields to Wetlands

Polk County grass seed farmer Mark Knaupp has 
watched the habitat change in the bottomlands 
of his expansive former grass seed farm. In the 
past 23 years, Mark has restored 320 acres of 
wetlands and created an additional 231.6-acre 
wetland mitigation bank. “It’s amazing how the 
vegetation comes back and how the habitat 
develops,” says Mark. “It all happened very fast. 
The birds found it and moved into it very quickly.” 

Mark harvested his last commercial crop of tall 
fescue seed from the bottoms in 1996. Twenty-
three years later, thousands of native prairie 
plants, including some rare species, have sprung 
up (on their own) and turned the wetlands into 
a tapestry of color and texture. The purple and 
white popcorn flower, common downingia, veron-
ica, dark green tufts of sedge and delicate tufted 
hairgrass provide habitat for a variety of wildlife. 

Every fall through spring, thousands of ducks 
and geese, shorebirds and swallows return to the 
wetlands. Mark’s list of birds includes some that 
are rarely seen in the Willamette Valley, including 
yellow-headed blackbirds and the white-faced 
ibis. “My bird list matches, if not surpasses the 
nearby Basket Slough Wildlife Refuge” beams 
Mark. 

Although Mark has restored his wetlands with 
an eye toward self sufficiency and resilience, 
the surrounding lands still had the potential to 
bring in invasive species and other threats to the 
long term health of the wetland. In 2005, Mark 
approached TWC about holding a conservation 
easement and management fund for the 108 
acres included in Phases 1 and 2 of the bank. 
Today, the partnership between Mark and TWC 
has become the model for successful long-term 
stewardship of wetland banks in Oregon.

Since 1996, the land has made a great 
recovery. Mark is now completing the fourth 
restoration area (Phase 4) of the 231.6 acre bank. 
The 81.51 acres in Phase 3 are now under ease-

ment with TWC. Observations 
and lessons learned from the 
original 320 acre restoration and 
each phase of the bank have 
influenced techniques and the 
species composition over time. 
“Phase 4 looks great,” remarked 
TWC Executive Director Esther 
Lev after her 2014 monitoring 
visit with Mark. Based on the 
success in Phase 4, Mark is 
thinking of going back and doing 
some minor adjustments to the 
percentage of grasses to wet-
land flowering plants in Phase 
2. Mark’s 39 years of farming, 
combined with his education 
and passion for waterfowl hunt-
ing, gave him the background 
and motivation he needed to 
transform a rye grass field into a 
high quality wetland prairie.

A mitigation bank is a 
wetland that has been 
restored, established or 
enhanced for the purpose 
of providing compensation 
for unavoidable impacts 
to aquatic resources 
permitted under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act 
or a similar state or local 
wetland regulation. 

n O t e s  F R O M  t h e  F I e L D
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Manzanita's  
Doris Davis  
Beaver Marsh 
Preserve 

TWC land steward  
Megan Garvey  
partnered with the 
Northwest Youth Corps 
and the Lower Nehalem 
Community Trust  to  
remove 40 large  
garbage bags of purple 
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) from TWC's Doris 
Davis Beaver Marsh Preserve in Manzanita. 
Purple loosestrife is a showy and very invasive 
perennial plant that disrupts wetland ecosystems 
by displacing native plants and animals. The 
plant can form dense and impenetrable stands, 
which are unsuitable as cover, food, or nesting 
sites for a wide range of native wetland animals 
including ducks, geese,  muskrats, frogs, toads, 
and turtles. “What a change two days of digging, 
hauling and clipping with a great group of vol-
unteers can make. We were able to remove over 
90% of the loostrife on the property. This wetland 

The Doris Davis Beaver 
Marsh formerly known as 
Neahkahnie Beaver Pond is 
a 3.9 acre coastal wetland. 
1.43 acres of the wetland 
is under the ownership 
of TWC. The property is 
located in the Nehalem 
watershed in Neahkahnie, 
Tillamook County. The 
preserve consists of two 
streams that join at the 
western edge of the prop-
erty. The pond frequently 
dries up in the mid to late 
summer months as the  
inflow to the marsh is  
limited by the stream  
activity. If you are in 
Manzanita don’t miss the 
opportunity to look over 
the beaver marsh from the 
viewing platform, listen for  
woodpeckers in the snags 
look for water birds or 
salamanders. 

n O t e s  F R O M  t h e  F I e L D

V O L u n t e e R  s P O t L I G h t  Nicole Balmforth
Surveying for salamander egg masses at TWC’s urban preserves was a whole new  
experience for Colorado native Nicole Balmforth. Her past volunteer experiences had always 
been in the dry high desert habitats of southwest Colorado. When Nicole slipped into her 
chest waders she realized she was in for an experience. Hours later, with stories of quick-
sand like mud and the irresistible joy of holding a fresh egg mass alive with thousands of 
salamander eggs Nicole was hooked! 
       With a BA in Political Science Nicole was familiar with the policy side of conservation, 
but volunteering with TWC has given her a keen understanding of what on-the-ground con-
servation really looks like, the details of restoration and the importance of constant upkeep 
of controlling invasive species and removing trash. Spending time in the wetlands, Nicole 
has seen that these wet muddy places provide great indicators of her community’s health. 
She has found herself pointing out wetlands whether in a car or on foot. “Volunteering with 
The Wetlands Conservancy is some of the most fun you can have in an afternoon!” Nicole’s 
enthusiasm, commitment and role as an ambassador for wetlands and The Wetlands  
Conservancy have been invaluable. 

is an ecologically diverse property and it was  
really satisfying to work together to keep this 
area healthy.  All the wildlife and plant diversity 
made for great distractions  during the hard 
work!” Megan says. "Next year in partnership 
with Lower Nehalem Community Trust, I am plan-
ning to begin a community loosestrife monitoring 
and removal project at both Doris Davis and ad-
joining properties. If you are interested in being 
part of the loosestrife removal effort please get in 
touch,” invites Megan.  (megangarevy@wetland-
sconservancy.org)
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Wetlands Wellies
WW

Dining for 
      Wetlands

&

With summer sun, bountiful 
tables of local seafood and 
great company Bella Madrona 
Garden created an atmosphere 
of pure beauty for the perfect 
gathering of new and old 
friends supporting a wonderful 
cause.  

Justin timm, our auction-
eer, proved to us all that 
we love our wetlands! With 
great jokes, incredible 
speed and finesse, Justin 
got everyone to find a  
moment to raise their 
paddle to support our 
greatest wetlands.

Over 200 people gathered at Bella Madrona 

Garden to celebrate and support conserva-

tion of Oregon's Greatest Wetlands. It was a 

fabulous afternoon of delicious food, inspira-

tional gardens, great company and of course, 

the annual "Best Wellies" contest!

the cocktail party format provided a fun 

and delicious way to move around, catch up 

with old friends and make new ones, learn 

about the connection between the delicious 

oyster in your mouth and the conservation of 

Yaquina estuary.
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BULL RUN DISTILLERY

I n G R e D I e n t s

2 oz medoyeff Vodka

1 oz Cucumber syrup

3 oz sparkling lemon (We Like San Pellegrino) 

directions: Add all ingredients to a cocktail shaker, ice and shake  

vigorously for 10 seconds. Strain into a cocktail glass and garnish with  

a slice of cucumber. 

Cucumber syrup recipe: Bring 1 cup of sugar and one cup of water to a 

boil making sure to stir occasionally. Once boiling remove from the heat 

and let sit. While the sugar-water is coming to a boil puree or chop and 

thoroughly muddle 6 inches of an English Cucumber that has half of the 

peel removed. When you remove the sugar-water from the heat add the 

pureed or muddled cucumber and let stand and simmer until cool. Strain 

off any chunks of cucumber with a fine tea strainer or cheesecloth.  

Refrigerate for up to a week.  

s W A M P  W A t e R

I n G R e D I e n t s

2.5 oz Temperance Trader Bourbon

- 1/2 oz Pineapple Juice

- 2 oz Sparkling Grapefruit (we like San Pellegrino) 

- 2 dashes Angostura Bitters 

directions: Combine all ingredients in a tall glass, add ice and garnish 

with a skewered chunk of pineapple 

2014
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Thanks to our Silent  
Auction Donors 
Cory Pressman

Holly Hoover 

Portland Nursery

Timber Press

Karen Nielsen 

Lush Fresh  

    Handmade Cosmetics

FuAsian 

Elizabeth Cushwa

Bumble and Bumble

Non Perishable Goods

Jenna Bayer Rosemound Farm

Green Bee 

Amber Fox

REI 

Scott Shuey

Patrick Jenkins  

    Recycled Waders

Marlene Huntsinger 

Pedal Bike Tours 

Anheuser Busch  

Katy LaReau

LaCrosse Footware 

Laurie Causgrove

Organic Valley 

Pacific Food 

Stumptown Coffee Roasters 

Jim Congleton 

Bambu

Willamette Valley Vineyards 

Irene Squizzato 

Taylor Canoles 

HIggins

Ox

Raven and Rose

St. Jack

Wellies

Xin Liu of Oregon Oyster, did not disap-
point his loyal Wetlands and Wellies 
attendees. shucking oysters all afternoon 
from his Yaquina Bay oyster farm, people 
were lined up to sample and re-sample 
these delicacies. From oysters, to salmon, 
to pickles and sweet treats it was an  
afternoon our taste buds will not forget. 

Bull Run Distillery's  
Wetland Frog and swamp 
Water cocktails were perfect 
thirst quenchers on a hot  
summer day.
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T h e  m e N u
Wild King salmon served with organic peach  

+ fresh herb salsa; applewood smoked carnitas  
with tomatilla salsa + local greens

C H A  C H A  C H A

smoked salmon

F LY I N G  F I S H

lipatuer cheese on pretzel crouton with dill 

G R U N E R

house-cured salmon roe with  
smetana butter and yeasted blini

K A C H K A

Panzanella with olive oil poached oregon albacore  
tuna and Pantelleria capers

N O S T R A N A

Freshly-harvested and cooked oysters

O R E G O N  O Y S T E R

assorted pickled vegetables

P I C K L O P O L I S

bay shrimp and beet ceviche with  
habanero, Xico chips + avocado

X I C O

Fresh berry shortcakes

G R A N D  C E N T R A L  B A K E R Y

Peach tartlets, Chocolate marble bars,  
lemon shortbread

M S  Z U M S T E I N

Wetland Frog+ swamp Water  
Cocktails

B U L L  R U N  D I S T I L L E R Y

Pinot Gris + Pinot Noir

D U C K  P O N D

INoX Chardonnay
3 Vineyard Pinot Noir

C H E H A L E M  W I N E S

beer

G I G A N T I C  B R E W E R Y

Cold brew
S T U M P T O W N

assorted Natural sodas
S H I R L E Y  T E M P L E  S O D A  P O P  C O .

Wetlands & Wellies showcases individuals and businesses that have a deep com-

mitment to TWC’s mission. The event was made possible by the generous support 

of our sponsors. In appreciation of their support, we encourage you to support 

their businesses. Please visit their restaurants, order some oysters, grab a 6-pack 

of beer, purchase some wine, try a new spirit, satisfy a sweet tooth or take home 

some tasty food. be sure to mention you enjoyed their delightful offerings and their 

support of Wetlands & Wellies and the work of The Wetlands Conservancy.

Thanks
to our sponsors
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P A n Z A n e L L A
NOSTRANA

s e R V e s  6

I n G R e D I e n t s
1/2 loaf of day-old country bread, or French or Italian bread2 tomatoes, peeled, seeded and cut into 1/2 " dice3 cucumbers, halved, seeded, and cut into 1/2" dice1/2 small red onion, peeled and thinly sliced1 bell pepper, red,yellow, or green, cored, seeded, and cut lengthwise into very thin strips

1 bunch basil, torn
1-2 tablespoons capers
1/2 cup fruity olive oil
1/4 cup red wine vinegar 
Coarse salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste
D I R e C t I O n s
Cut the bread into 1/2-inch thick slices and remove the crusts. Set Aside. In a bowl mix together the tomatoes,  capers, oil, vinegar, salt and pepper.  In a wide, shallow bowl or larger platter make a layer of the bread slices. Scatter the cucumbers, onion and peppers over the bread. Pour a ladle of the tomato mixture over the bread and vegetables. Continue layering until all the ingredients are used up, ending with the vegetables and tomato mixture. Set the dish aside at room temperature for at least 1 hour.  It is important for the bread to absorb the liquid from the vegetables and tomato mixture. If the dish seems too dry sprinkle on more oil and vinegar.

the annual “Best Wellies” fashion show 
displayed great creativity and innovation of 
footwear by our contestants!

Wetlands and Wellies celebrated 33 years of 
Wetlands Conservancy success with staff, board, 
sponsors, chefs, supporters and volunteers. With 
an afternoon of garden walks, good conversa-
tion, delicious food and perfect drinks everyone 
reveled in the growth of our coastal programs 
and the exciting projects tWC’s urban preserves 
are embarking on this year.  
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54%

Fifty Four Percent of Oregon’s Greatest  
Wetlands are Permanently Conserved
Great news! Over the past fourteen years since tWC began the Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands (OGW) 

project more than 25,600 acres of wetland in 57 separate sites have permanent conservation  

status. With these additions, 54% or 363,500 acres in more than 180 OGW-identified wetland sites 

will remain and be managed as important wetlands forever. these irreplaceable gems include 

montane meadows, high desert marshes, playas, riverine bottomlands, freshwater wetlands, wet 

prairies, coastal fens, and estuaries. Oregon land trusts are responsible for the protection of 9,100  

of the 25,600 acres. In the same period tWC has added 1007 acres in 11 preserves on the Oregon 

central coast and the Willamette Valley. 

 tWC looks forward to working with others to conserve the next 25,000 in the years to come. 

In January be sure to visit the Oregon Wetland explorer website (http://oregonexplorer.info/wet-

lands) to see the updated OGW map with results of our 14 year status and trends analysis, as well 

as tools, ideas and possible partnerships to help conserve, restore and enhance the remaining 

314,500 acres of OGW-identified wetlands in Oregon.
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Peach Cove Fen
The 9-acre Peach Cove Fen located near West 
Linn is the only remaining fen in the Willamette 
Valley. The fen, also called a peat mat, is floating 
in a shallow lake crowded with blooming water 
lilies and buckbean. Douglas firs tower above the 
water, with poplars and ash trees competing for 
the best spots along the bank. Hawks and war-
blers are commonly heard. This very small and 
unique Oregon's Greatest wetland was fully con-
served by Metro in 2009 with monies from the 
Metro Natural Areas Acquisition Bond program. 

sand Lake estuary
The 900-acre Sand Lake  
Estuary south of Tillamook is 
one of the most pristine, intact 
large estuaries on the Oregon 
coast. Two separate transac-
tions will conserve 524 acres 
of salt marsh, cedar swamp, 
and mudflat. This area is 
important rearing habitat for 
resident cutthroat trout, juve-
nile salmon and steelhead, 
along with numerous bird 
species including long-billed 
dowitchers and scoters. The 
357 acre purchase of Beltz Farm was completed 
in a partnership between EcoTrust, Craft 3 and 
Oregon State Parks and Recreation. This property 
will be added to the adjacent 179.5 acre Clay  
Myers State Natural Area at Whalen Island

The North Coast Land Conservancy (NCLC) has 
conserved 167 acres of intertidal salt marsh, tidal 
channels, and forested wetlands that connect to 
a number of stream systems, including 1.5 miles 
of Sand Creek, on the northeastern edge of the 

Tales of Recently Conserved OGW Wetlands

M
et

ro

Sand Lake Estuary. The property protects  
a total of 4.7 miles of salmon-bearing streams 
and includes remnants of what was once a large 
old-growth western red cedar swamp. Many 
young cedars are now growing in the shadows  
of the remaining giants; thanks to protection 
from NCLC, the property is well on its way to  
becoming one of the largest cedar swamps  
in coastal Oregon.
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Last spring a beaver dam at our Hedges Creek 
Preserve (Tualatin) was breached by vandals, 
resulting in water levels dropping by a few feet 
in the beaver pond above. While examining the 
breach, we noticed several egg masses were 
exposed and lying in the drying mud. The egg 
masses were from the Northwestern Salamander, 
which had never been documented on the site. 
After contacting a local amphibian expert, we 
decided to survey the whole marsh and found 
over 60 egg masses. Surprisingly, most were still 
healthy even after a week of exposure. Notably, 
there were no other amphibians or egg masses 
found on site except for the non-native bullfrog 
that is infamous for eating native amphibians, 
fish, birds and even small turtles and mammals.

Amphibians are a key indicator species. 
When changes occur to an ecosystem, amphib-
ians are often the first to react. Their thin skin 
makes them incredibly vulnerable to tempera-
ture increases, chemical pollutants, disease, 

and radiation. In the Portland 
Metro area, everything from 
mutations of extra legs to the 
complete absence of native 
amphibians has been noted. 

Over the years, we have noticed that very few 
of our urban preserves have thriving amphibian 
populations. Surprisingly, Gresham Meadow-
lands, one of our smallest preserves is the only 
one with a healthy  and diverse amphibian popu-
lation. The discovery at Hedges Creek encouraged 
us to consider the interrelationship between bea-
ver dams and amphibian egg masses. In spring 
2015  we will  conduct more surveys and better 
document amphibian presence and absence at 
our preserves, including cataloguing the habitat 
and conditions where they are both found and 
absent.

In tandem with the amphibian monitoring, 
we will be conducting extensive water quality 
surveys. Over the next year, data will be collected 
at, above and below our Nyberg, Hedges Creek, 
Cedar Mill, Gresham Meadowlands, Minthorn 
Springs and Hearthwood Preserves. We will also 
be looking beyond the boundaries of the pre-
serves to better understand and assess the role 
they play in overall watershed health. With these 
new insights we will set  goals for desired future 
conditions and identify new enhancement and 
restoration opportunities. 

TWC Launches Urban Preserve Report Card Project
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Frog Pond Farm Give Back Program
If you are planning on decorating your house for 
the holidays visit our partner, Frog Pond Farm. 

Frog Pond Farm's “Give Back” program will 
donate 10% of your entire sale to The Wetlands 
Conservancy. 

Visit the farm store for wreaths, garland  
and a wide assortment of hats, socks, gloves,  
blankets, rugs, toys made from llama and alpaca. 
Step outside to choose a Christmas tree, potted 
tree or wreath. 

Visit the petting zoo and camels, enjoy some 
hot chocolate and have fun on the farm while 
supporting your local wetlands. Visit our website 
to print off Frog Pond Farms flyer or remember  
to mention The Wetlands Conservancy when you 
check out. Frog Pond Farms is located at 2995 SW 
Advance Rd., Wilsonville Oregon.

smile for Wetlands
When you're shopping this 
holiday season, use Ama-
zonSmile.com and select 
The Wetlands Conser-
vancy. Amazon will donate 
0.5% of purchases to sup-
port conserving Oregon's 
wetlands. Log in to your 
Amazon account through 
AmazonSmile.com and 
add “The Wetlands Con-
servancy” as your charity 
of choice. Every time you 
shop, Amazon will auto-
matically donate 0.5% of 
your purchases to The Wet-
lands Conservancy. There 
are no additional fees to 
Amazon users, and it's just 
like shopping on Amazon 
normally, but you’ll also 
be conserving Oregon's 
Greatest wetlands. 
You shop. Amazon gives. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
awarded The Wetlands Conservancy funding to 
collaborate with programs in Montana and Wis-
consin to strengthen voluntary wetland conserva-
tion efforts. Since passage of the Clean Water Act 
and subsequent state wetland fill regulations, 
wetland losses have declined significantly across 
the country. However, parallel voluntary efforts 
are needed to further protect and restore these 
threatened landscapes. 

Many states identify voluntary restoration and 
conservation as important components of their 
Wetland Program Plans. Voluntary programs pro-
vide opportunities to build partnerships, share 
data and pool resources among agency, com-
munity, and nonprofit groups. Voluntary projects 
also provide opportunities to educate the public 
about the value of wetland and water resources.  
Much of the voluntary wetland program devel-
opment work is led by non-governmental orga-
nizations and/or organized partnerships. Their 
work is carried out in collaboration with private 

landowners, tribes, land trusts, community 
groups, federal agencies, local governments, and 
others in strong positions to restore and protect 
wetlands.  

This collaborative exchange will enhance 
outreach and program development by providing 
opportunities for direct exchanges between Mon-
tana, Oregon, and Wisconsin who have each  
excelled in different aspects of non-regulatory 
state programs. TWC specializes in wetland 
land trusts and convening multi partner initia-
tives. The Wisconsin Wetland Association (WWA) 
specializes in policy and working with local 
governments.  Montana Wetlands Council (MWC) 
specializes in multi-stakeholder collaboration.  
As the only two statewide wetland-focused 
non-governmental organizations in the nation, 
TWC and WWA are continually breaking ground 
for how to integrate wetlands into federal, tribal, 
state, and local water resource management  
efforts. 
 

Join Oregon Wildlife in supporting  
tWC’s Central Coast Programs
Last October Oregon Wildlife's Facebook fans 
learned about and then voted for their favorite 
Oregon ecoregion. It was a close race, but the 
Central Coast ecoregion was the big winner!  
Oregon Wildlife is partnering with The Wetlands 
Conservancy to help wildlife in this popular area 
of Oregon. Donate $10 or more November 17 
through December 20th, 2014, and Oregon  
Wildlife will match it dollar for dollar – up to 
$5,000! The goal is to raise $10,000 to support 
TWC's Central Coast projects. Visit www.owhf.org 
to CHIP IN and help wildlife in this popular area 
of Oregon.

EPA awards funding to TWC to advance collaborative 
conservation efforts 

s u P P O R t I n G  t W C
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            was a year to remember! Our coastal 

preserves grew in size and health more than ever 

before. this year a committee of wetland experts 

representing federal and state governments, 

academia, and nonprofit organizations selected 

our executive director esther Lev as the  

environmental Law Institute's 2014 national 

Wetland Community Leader. the award  

recognized her ability to bring people together 

in ways that result in stronger, broader  

coalitions for conserving wetlands.

         the year ahead is full of projects – some 

involving conservation, restoration and others 

on building partnerships to address the complex 

challenges of threats to clean water, flood  

prevention and loss of critical habitat. We are 

looking to working with you to conserve and 

restore more wetlands in the coming year! 

2014
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t h e  t W C  A n n u A L  R e P O R t  t O  M e M B e R s

At this year’s Wetlands and 

Wellies event, I was reminded 

of the diverse community of 

members, donors, staff, board, 

and volunteers that help us 

implement our vision to pro-

tect Oregon's wetlands and the 

species that depend on them. 

There are many ways to con-

tribute, but few have the direct 

benefit of supporting the health of Oregon’s environment. 

Over the past ten years since launching our Oregon's Great-

est Wetlands Program, 25,000 acres of Oregon's best wetlands 

have been permanently protected, including over 1,000 acres 

that are now TWC preserves in the Central Coast and the Wil-

lamette Valley.  During the same 10 years, TWC has grown into 

a statewide organization that is viewed as the leading voice for 

Oregon’s greatest wetlands, promoting conservation, collabo-

ration, and stewardship. TWC is now recognized both nationally 

and throughout Oregon for the very important role we play in 

protecting wetlands and other aquatic resources in Oregon 

through land acquisition, wetland stewardship, scientific stud-

ies and building bridges between regulatory programs and on 

the ground wetland conservation and restoration.

The year ahead is full of projects – some involving conserva-

tion, others focused on restoration and others on building the 

partnerships that have made us a successful organization for 

over 30 years. I look forward to partnering with each of you and 

many new partners as we embark on conservation of the next 

25,000 acres of Oregon's greatest wetlands.

F R O M  t h e  B O A R D 

Chair, TWC Board of Directors

F R O M  t h e  D I R e C t O R

 Executive Director

I am hopeful for the future. When 

I first started working in wetlands 

more than 30 years ago, the number 

of people who knew about wetlands 

were few. There were a few who 

would share their delight about 

their connection and experiences 

in wetlands finding their first frog 

or spotting an elusive sora rail, and 

then there were some whose response to wetlands was frustration 

with wetland regulations that they felt got in the way of their  

development and financial dreams. However, most would look 

blankly, with an empty quizzical look.

Today, cattails and sedges are common sites in bioswales in 

store parking lots, and on neighborhood streets. Wetlands are often 

credited with saving basements during flood events. In Portland, 

chefs and restaurants have become some of the biggest supporters 

of conserving estuaries and native fish populations.  

Just in the nick of time, more and more people are beginning  

to understand the role that wetlands play in their day-to-day lives. 

While wetlands are adaptable by their nature, threats like climate 

change, rising sea levels and sprawl may be more than they can 

withstand. We need to form new partnerships and creative solutions 

to protect our wetlands, so they can help protect us! 

Our work in the Closed Lakes Basin in southeast Oregon is doing 

just that. In response to changing water levels in the Closed Lakes 

Basin of southeast Oregon, TWC is working with partners to develop 

new solutions to combat invasive carp, preserve important bird  

habitats and maintain traditional flood irrigation practices. This  

will assist public and private land managers as they are struggling 

with the balance between providing critical water bird habitat and 

producing nutritious forage for livestock. 

Our aerial photos from last December' highest tides of the year 

(King Tides) are helping coastal planners and communities visualize 

and plan for sea level rise. These partnerships – all across Oregon are 

resulting in people making the connection between healthy wetlands 

and clean water, less flooding, the dinner they savor at their favorite 

restaurant, increased biodiversity and vibrant coastal communities 

and working lands.  It's these stories, projects and relationships that 

make me hopeful and excited for the year ahead. 
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Our sound financial position 

allows us to achieve our  

mission. We thank you for 

your past support and hope 

you will continue to work 

with us to conserve Oregon’s 

Greatest Wetlands.

Source: audited financial 

statements

Statement of Financial Position

A s s e t s
Cash and Cash Equivalents ................................  $    771,753  ...... $   300,231
Inventory .....................................................................3,527  ............. 15,073 
Grants & Contracts Receivable .................................. 83,657  ............. 93,732 
Prepaid Expenses ..............................................................0  ..................... o
Investments ............................................................ 322,628  ............287,576
Land ....................................................................  7,323,040  .........7,272,439
Property and Equipment, net .......................................3,581  ............... 3,581
Assets Held by Oregon Community Foundation ......... 12,480  ............. 11,222
     Total Assets .................................................  $ 8,520,666 ....... $7,983,854

L I A B I L I t I e s  A n D  n e t  A s s e t s
liabilities
Accounts Payable .............................................. $        12,918  ......$        8,950
Payroll and Related Liabilities ....................................14,772  ............. 12,791
     Total Liabilities ..................................................... 27,690  ..............21,741

Net assets
Unrestricted Net Assets
  Invested in Land .................................................7,323,040  ........ 7,323,040 
  Board Designated .................................................. 112,661  ............ 98,788
  Available for Operations .........................................166,735  ............247,875
      Total unrestricted .............................................7,602,436 ......... 7,669,703
Temporarily Restricted Assets ................................. 890,540  ............343,011 
Total Net Assets ................................................... 8,492,976  .........8,012,714 
      Total Liabilities and 
          and Net Assets ..........................................$8,520,666  ......$8,034,455 

2014               2013

memberships &
Contributions

21%

Grants & 
Contracts
76%

In-Kind
Contributions

2%

dividends Interest
2%

land acquisition 0%

land 
management
31%

research 
29%

operations
24%

Communication
8%

Income
Total  $590,369

Expense
Total  $638,059

Financial Report   J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

management & General
8%

This does not include 

extraordinary projects.
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Boeing

Duck Pond Cellars

ESA Vigil Agrimis
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our donors, volunteers, board, staff and partners are the foundation of  TWC's success.  

We appreciate the diverse ways the community supports our mission and projects. Thanks to  

all of you. We look forward to continuing to work with you and others to conserve  

oregon's Greatest Wetlands. and thanks to the individuals and businesses who  

supported TWC through the earthshare of oregon campaign.
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Your Donations and Gifts Assist in Conserving 
Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands
R e n e W  Y O u R  M e M B e R s h I P !

As a member, you already know how your ongo-
ing support directly affects TWC’s efforts to con-
serve Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands. By completing 
the renewal process online, you’ll seamlessly 
maintain your membership status. Renew your 
membership online to ensure that future genera-
tions continue to enjoy the unspoiled wetlands 
we work to protect. Visit www.wetlandsconser-
vancy.org and click on “Donate Now.”

G I F t  M e M B e R s h I P s

Gift memberships are a fun and easy way to 
spread the word of The Wetlands Conservancy’s 
work while continuing to help conserve Oregon’s 
Greatest Wetlands. Whether it’s a special occa-
sion or no occasion at all, TWC appreciates your 
decision to show a special someone that you 
care about them and the world around us.

D O n A t e

Your gift to TWC will allow us to move forward in 
conserving Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands. It's easy 
to give using our safe and secure online donation 
form.  Won’t you please make a generous tax de-
ductible gift to The Wetlands Conservancy today? 
Visit www.wetlandsconservancy.org and click on 
“Donate Now”.

P R O P e R t Y  A C q u I s I t I O n  F u n D

You may direct your gift to a specific acquisition 
or area where we are currently working. Check our 
website for locations and descriptions of our 
current projects. Your entire gift will go to the 
location you identify. 

M A t C h I n G  G I F t s  A n D 
W O R k P L A C e  G I V I n G

Multiply your gift to The Wetlands Conservancy 
with an employer matched gift. Matching gifts are 
a great way to increase an individual donation 
with an additional contribution from your em-
ployer, and for companies to support the causes 
and concerns that are important to employees.  
If you work for a matching gift company, it's easy 
to multiply the value of your gift to The Wetlands 
Conservancy.  Simply obtain a matching gift form 
from your (or your spouse's) employer's  
Personnel or Community Relations Departments, 
fill in the donor portion and forward it to us at 
The Wetlands Conservancy.

e A R t h s h A R e  O F  O R e G O n

The Wetlands Conservancy is a member of 
EarthShare Oregon (ESOR), which supports our 
work by partnering with businesses and public 
agencies to conduct annual workplace giving 
campaigns. If you are among the thousands of 
individual donors to this year’s EarthShare  
campaign, THANK YOU!
      For more information, please contact Jan 
Wilson at EarthShare: 503.223.9015 or jan@
earthshare-oregon.org, or visit 
www.earthshare-oregon.org.

P L A n n e D  G I V I n G

Gifts of stock, bequests in your will or planned 
gifts such as gift annuities or charitable remain-
der trusts offer significant tax savings to the 
donor while providing long term funding to  
The Wetlands Conservancy and protection of 
Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands.

TWC Board 
of Directors

John van Staveren  
President

Rory Schmick   
Vice President

Michael Cerbone 
Secretary

Anne Eakin 
Treasurer

Ed Casey Jr.

Marlene Huntsinger
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Suzanne Piluso

David Smith

Heather Stout

Althea Pratt-Broome 
Emeritus

Staff 

Esther Lev         
Executive Director  

Mary Anne Sohlstrom  
Office Manager  

Megan Garvey   
Urban Property Steward 

Kendra Manton  
Social Media  
Communications Coordinator

Paul Engelmeyer  
Coastal Steward 

John Bauer  
GIS Analyst

Kaegan Scully-Englemeyer 
 Urban Land Steward

Courtney Wilson 
Volunteer Coordinator

The Wetlands Conservancy

4640 SW Macadam #50

Portland, OR 97239

  t  503.227.0778 

  f  971.229.1968

info@wetlandsconservancy.org

www.wetlandsconservancy.org

Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram
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TheWetlands  Conservancy
4640 SW Macadam #50

Portland, OR 97239

503.227.0778

address service requested

Help The Wetlands Conservancy 

to permanently protect Oregon’s 

wetlands through education, ac-

quisition, and partnerships with 

individuals, community groups, 

businesses, and public agencies. 

Your support will help lay the 

foundation to meet the grow-

ing wetland conservation needs 

throughout the Oregon.

R e n e W  M e M B e R s h I P s 

Renew your membership online 

to ensure that future generations 

continue to enjoy the unspoiled 

lands and waters we work to 

protect.

G I F t  M e M B e R s h I P s

Gift memberships are a fun and 

easy way to spread the word of 

The Wetlands Conservancy’s work 

while continuing to help conserve 

Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands.

M e M B e R s h I P

 Friend $ 35

 Family $ 60

 Steward $100

 Benefactor  $250

 Partner $500

 Founder’s Circle $1,000

I am enclosing a check for 
$ ________

  Additional gift for Land 
Acquisition $ _______

  Additional gift for  
Endowment $ _______

Clip and mail to: The Wetlands Conservancy, 4640 SW Macadam #50, Portland, OR 97239, or just call us at 
503.227.0778

  Please send me more 
information about The  
Wetlands Conservancy.

  Send me information about 
the tax benefits of land gifts 
and conservation easements.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY   STATE   ZIP 

DAYTIME PHONE

EMAIL

Or, bill my credit card 

  Visa     MasterCard

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

Help Support Wetlands Preservation by Becoming a Member
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