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“if there is

May marks American Wetlands Month, a time to celebrate one of

magic on this
planet, it is contained
in water.”
– Loran Eiseley

nature’s most productive ecosystems. May is the month to recognize
and celebrate the wonderful ways wetlands enrich the environment
and our lives.

n

Because wetlands work for us, we need to work for

wetlands! We can all make a difference by making a connection to
wetlands. By restoring, creating and protecting wetlands, we can
improve the health of our local and national waterways.

LEARN ABOUT WETLANDS

Spring! Willows in Wetlands
Willows are more than a piece of the complex ecological
puzzle; they have a rich ethnobotanical history.
Willow buds and leaves are one of the first signs of spring
in wetlands. Look for birds feasting on buds, deer and elk
eating twigs and leaves, mice and beaver gnawing on bark,

In Gratitude for Wetlands
Worldwide, wetlands account for six percent of the Earth’s
land surface and store 20 percent of its carbon.
They also produce 25 percent of the world’s food, purify our
water, recharge our aquifers, prevent soil erosion, control
flooding, and act as buffers against violent coastal storms.
Wetlands also provide important habitat for thousands
of species of plants, birds, fish, amphibians and mammals.
In the past, wetlands were generally seen as wastelands. We now know they are critical to the planet’s health.
The vital role that wetlands play was nowhere more evident
than in Oregon, where over the past few years we have
experienced large rain events and drought. The dramatic
changes in our weather has allowed us to recognize
wetlands as viable alternatives to costly engineered,

Special thanks to Althea Pratt Broome and the residents
of Tualatin for their vision and passion for wetlands
thirty-five years ago which resulted in protection of
Hedges Creek Marsh. As seen from the air, the 56-acre
wetland provides a green oasis, wildlife habitat and flood
control amidst a rapidly developing landscape.
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beaver dragging sticks to build their dams, and songbirds
building nests in the dense branches.
Willows produce salicin, which is closely related to the main
ingredient in aspirin. Native people chewed on willow bark for
pain relief. The strong, bendable branches were used for basket
weaving, caning, fish traps, woven fences and arrow-making.
Thank a wonderful wetland willow today!

artificial flood control structures and as an efficient way to
store groundwater, so that it can slowly discharge to offset the
effects of drought.
In the future, climate change will adversely affect wetlands
and the birds, fish, amphibians, plants, and mammals species
that depend on them. Acting now to protect and restore
Oregon’s wetlands is far easier and more effective than trying
to rebuild them. Join us as we conserve Oregon’s Greatest
Wetlands.

Love
wetlands?

Share your photos!
Enter our Wetlands Month
photo contest.
Visit our website for details

www.wetlandsconservancy.org

Nature’s Hydrologists
Nearly exterminated by trappers in the 19th Century, Oregon’s
state animal, the Beaver (Castor canadensis) remains woefully misunderstood. Their dam building has long been falsely
blamed for flooding. In fact, the North American Beaver
create wetlands, spawning and rearing habitat for salmon and
steelhead, and habitat for a wide array of insects, birds and
amphibians. Their ponds help filter water and moderate
fluctuations in water flow downstream.
Today, there is an increasing appreciation for the positive
benefits that beaver provide in Oregon and across the country.
Beaver can play a central role in shaping our future, particularly in resuscitating our wetland and riparian stream habitats as
we prepare for the changes that a warming climate may bring.

Come join us for celebration and appreciation of Oregon wetlands and beavers of the West
n Beaver in the
Tualatin Basin
May 12, 2016 – 7:00 pm
Tualatin Heritage Center
8700 SW Sweek Dr
Tualatin, OR 97062
Greg Lewellan
The Wetlands Conservancy

n Beaver Restoration
of Urban Creeks
May 25, 2016
7:00 – 9:00 pm
Oregon Public House
700 NE Dekum St
Portland, OR 97211
Suggested donation: $5
Heidi Perryman

Worth A Dam Dr. Perryman formed Worth A Dam to defend the beavers in
her hometown of Martinez, CA. She saw firsthand why beavers matter when
new beaver dams and ponds brought otter, steelhead, wood duck and mink to
an urban stream. She became interested in helping other cities learn how and
why to co-exist with beavers. Since 2008, she has organized an annual beaver
festival that has inspired similar efforts in 5 states and Canada. As California
faces more drought years, Dr. Perryman believes it is more important than
ever to coexist with these important “water savers.” www.martinezbeavers.org
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RESTORE

VOLUNTEERS FROM LONGVIEW
HILLS FISHING CLUB AND
STUDENTS FROM THE NEWPORT
HIGH SCHOOL, NEWPORT MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND ANGEL JOB CORP
ASSISTED THE UDAMAN FISHING
TOURNAMENT GROUP.

From Holidays to Habitat

When the Bottom Falls Out

In Toledo, Christmas trees don’t just get recycled. They
create important streamside habitat for fish.
For the third year, the UDAMAN Fishing Tournament Group
organized a Christmas Tree recycling project on the Yaquina
River above Toledo, Oregon. On Sunday, February 28th, over
25 volunteers placed about 100 recycled Christmas trees
into a stretch of the river with virtually no streamside habitat. The trees provide sanctuary from predators, as well as a
place for tiny salmon smolts to rest and feed as they make
their way back down stream to the ocean. Hopefully, the
trees will support higher smolt survival in their migration
out to sea and in turn ensuring more adult salmon returning
to the Yaquina Bay and River system.
This ongoing project is in conjunction with ODFW,
The Wetlands Conservancy and the Midcoast Watersheds
Council. Sponsors for this year’s project included Dahl
Disposal, Englund Marine and Industrial Supply and
Lincoln County Parks.

Peter Hanawalt and Carol Sherbenou love to sit in their “catio”
along the Tualatin River and watch the birds. They can see up
to 6 or 7 species during their morning coffee. Last year, Peter
and Carol watched a wood duck box break apart and helpless
ducklings spill out on the ground. With spring coming, the
couple contacted TWC about installing new boxes. Peter and
Carol spent two days with ladders and drills trouble-shooting
old boxes and installing 5 new wood duck boxes along the
steep banks of the Tualatin River. Just a few weeks later, what
might be the same mama duck has returned to build her nest in
one of the new
boxes. Peter
and Carol are
excited to see
if a new family
emerges safely
in the upcoming
months.

A CATIO IS AN OUTDOOR ENCLOSED
SPACE THAT ALLOWS THE CAT TO BE
OUTSIDE WITHOUT KILLING BIRDS
OR SNAKES. PETER AND CAROL
CAN SIT WITH THEIR CAT INSIDE
THE STRUCTURE AND THE CAT
CAN GET BACK INSIDE VIA A TUNNEL THAT IS ENCLOSED IN MESH.

CO L L A B O R AT E

Patience Pays Off at Matson Creek
Fifteen years later, the preserve is a healthy tidally-influenced
wetland system and a community asset.
by Esther Lev

My mother used to tell me that patience was a virtue that
could result in good things. Our recent Matson Creek
headwater to ocean restoration project celebration in
Coos Bay was a testament to her wise counsel.
TWC bought The Rose Dairy Farm at a Sheriff’s auction in
2001, with an eye toward returning tidal waters to the wet
marshy pastureland. At the time, the rumblings in the
community were about an outside environmental group that
took agricultural land out of production. For the first five years,
TWC quietly worked with the Coos Watershed Association
(CWA) to remove 72 junked cars and dumpster after dumpster
of garbage and blackberry. The CWA establishment of a
native plant nursery was the first step in a new direction for the
property. The plants were used to replace the dense blackberry
mounds and in other restoration projects around the county.
The tidal reconnection vision was still alive but just waiting
for the right time and circumstance. That opportunity came in
2004 with a phone call from Rob Schab, the Coos North Bend
Water Board executive director, in search a of location and
design for a wetland mitigation project so that their water

services could be expanded. The Water Board implemented
our vision and North Bend Coos Bay received their water
infrastructure.
CWA began offering student education programs at Matson
Creek in response to an economic downturn and a shortened
school week. In 2013, a second call from the Water Board in
need of a fish habitat mitigation project implemented our
second restoration vision, re-meandering the mainstem and
north fork of Matson Creek.
Coos North Bend Water board staff and board members,
ODFW biologists, TWC staff, CWA staff, students and project
engineers gathered on an unusually warm April afternoon
to celebrate completion of the project and Rob Scab’s
retirement. As I looked around the crowd, I had to smile
thinking Mom was right.

Richard Wilhelm

EXPLORE

Wetlands are full of wildlife and flowers in Spring. May is
the perfect time to head out and explore, with a group
or on your own.
Grab your kayak, canoe paddle, binoculars, rubber boots,
plant book, fishing rod, paintbrush or sketchpad and head
out to a wetland. Wetlands are teeming with life in the spring.
In celebration of National Wetlands month, spend time in a
wetland. Visit an old favorite or plan an adventure to a new
one in a part of the state you have wanted to explore.
Visit our Oregon’s Greatest Wetlands map to help you plan.
http://wetlandsconservancy.org/conservation/oregonsgreatest-wetlands. Sign up for a restoration project,
wetland event or tour. Visit our website calendar for May
tours, restoration projects and talks offered across Oregon
in celebration of wetlands.

WETLANDS OCCUR IN ALL CORNERS OF OREGON. COASTAL SALT
MARSHES, WET PRAIRIES, HIGH DESERT, HIGH MOUNTAIN FENS
AND FRESH WATER MARSHES ARE A SMALL SAMPLING OF THE
DIVERSITY OF WETLAND TYPES IN OREGON.
Above: Malheur Wildlife Reuge, Scappoose Bay, Willamette Valley.
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Richard Wilhelm

It’s National Wetlands Month – Go Visit a Wetland!!

TWC TRIPS

TWC Board
of Directors
John van Staveren

Lakes, Wetlands and
Kelley Point Park by Bike

Chair

Scott Rich

May 22, 2016

Vice Chair

Celebrate National Wetlands Month with a bike tour at Smith
and Bybee Lakes the largest urban wetland in the US. The trip
will also take you to Kelly Point Park, the confluence of the
Willamette and Columbia rivers.
During the ride you may spot,
beaver, river otters, osprey, bald
eagle and blue heron.

Kate Puckett

Matt Benotsch

Secretary

Michael Menzies
Treasurer

Ed Casey Jr.
Anne Eakin
Marlene Huntsinger
Mark Jockers
David Smith
Heather Stout
Amy van Saun

Mud Slough Birding and Flower Tour

Staff

June 1, 2016

Willamette Valley wet prairies are among the most endangered
habitat types in the state of Oregon, and among the rarest of
North American ecosystems. Come tour Mud Slough Wetland
with wetland banker Mark Knaupp and TWC Executive Director
Esther Lev. Over the past 25 years Mark has restored 550 acres
of Willamette Valley Prairie Wetland. Twenty-three years later,
thousands of native prairie plants, including some rare species,
have sprung up on their own
and turned the wetlands into a
tapestry of color and texture.
Mark’s list of birds includes
some that are rarely seen in
the Willamette Valley, including
yellow-headed blackbirds and
the white-faced ibis.

Esther Lev
Executive Director

Megan Garvey
Urban Property Steward

Kendra Manton
Communications Coordinator

Paul Engelmeyer
Coastal Steward

Kaegan Scully-Englemeyer
Urban Land Steward

Courtney Wilson
Volunteer Coordinator

Jane Rombouts
GIS Analyst

Above: Dragonfly,
Sidalcea Virgata,
Pacific Tree Frog.

Visit our website for more details and to sign up.
www.wetlandsconservancy.org

The Wetlands Conservancy
4640 SW Macadam #50
Portland, OR 97239
t 503.227.0778
f 971.229.1968
info@wetlandsconservancy.org
www.wetlandsconservancy.org
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Wetlands

What can I do?

n Learn about wetlands. This is a great time to better
understand what a wetland is, where wetlands can be
found, and the importance of wetlands.
n Explore a wetland near you. Grab your rubber boots,
binoculars, cameras, canoes or kayaks and discover
a local wetland. Notice the seasonal changes in water
levels, plants, wildlife and fish.
n Take action to protect or restore wetlands.
Volunteer with TWC or another local group to restore,
monitor or protect a wetland.
n Share your interest. Be a wetland ambassador!
Help others understand the huge benefits that
wetlands provide locally and globally.

n Become a TWC member or volunteer! Help support
the conservation, restoration and research of Oregon’s
greatest wetlands.

