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May marks American Wetlands Month, a time to recognize and celebrate

“the world is

the multitude of ways wetlands contribute to our quality of life. Wetlands –

mud-lucious and

puddle-wonderful.”
e.e. cummings

swamps, marshes, estuaries, fens and bogs – provide natural water-storage
features on the landscape. Once considered wastelands, wetlands are
essential wildlife habitat, natural water filters, and “natural sponges” that
hold water when it rains, then release it slowly. Our spring newsletter is full of
stories and suggestions for how to explore, learn more about wetlands, and
conserve our state treasures. Join us in saying thank you to our wetlands!!

500

TheWetlands Conservancy
2018Goals

Acres of Willamette Valley and
Coastal wetlands are added to the
TWC portfolio.

1500

Additional acres of Oregon’s Greatest
Wetlands are protected by TWC and
partners.

2000

People will volunteer, attend events,
and connect through TWC via social
media to learn about the importance
of wetlands.

2

Water conservation and wet meadow
restoration projects are implemented
with Harney County private landowners, resulting in conservation of
scarce water resources in the
Closed Lakes Basin.

3

Lower Siletz wetland conservation
projects are identified and planned
by TWC and Confederated Tribe
of the Siletz Indians.

2

Tualatin Basin wetland conservation
and restoration projects are implemented by TWC, private landowners,
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation
District and Clean Water Services.

500

Elementary school students have
a broader awareness of ecosystem
services provided by beaver and
urban wetlands.

122

Acres of Bayview Oxbow are hydrologically reconnected to Alsea Bay.

2

The Confederate Tribes
of the Siletz Indians, The
Wetlands Conservancy,
and Oregon Oyster Farms
have partnered to restore
Olympia oysters at Poole
Slough in Yaquina Bay.
By spreading oyster shell
along the bottom of the
channel, substrate is provided for juvenile native
oysters to settle on, grow,
and hopefully reproduce,
providing a source population for this significant
resource.

Laura Brown

Through teaching
elementary school
students about
beaver, frogs and
turtles, TWC is
building a wetland
ambassador and
advocacy community to support
long-term wetland
conservation and
stewardship.

TWC is facilitating
conversations among
Harney Basin wet
meadow land managers, wetland and
avian ecologists and
researchers from the
Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center
to develop a joint longterm wet meadow
conservation strategy.
Richard Wilhelm

TWC’s Nyberg Wetland Preserve was the
demonstration site for a Tualatin Soil and Water
Conservation District and Clean Water Services
beaver management workshop.
Tualatin basin land managers learned how to
install a beaver dam flow device, a management
tool that can be used to proactively adapt for

Fitzpatrick Ecological Consulting

beaver activity.

Jakob Shocke

changes in water movement as a result of

TWC’s Lower Yaquina Estuary Preserve protects a significant portion of one of the largest relatively
undisturbed tidal marsh complexes in the Yaquina Estuary. The Preserve in its entirety encompasses
360 acres and contains estuary, historic tidal floodplain of the Yaquina River and upland forest.

3

AMERICAN WETLANDS MONTH

In May let’s
get muddy, dust
off our kayaks,

Our Water, Our Wetlands
MAY 2018

explore our

Wetland Wonders

Photo Contest

favorite trails,

10 Great Parks to Visit in May

Take a walk, grab a friend, maybe even a kayak,
pile your kids in the car and visit a wetland.
Wetlands are in our cities, on the coast, in the
high desert and part of our vast valleys. These
places are the homes to birds, frogs, dragonflies,
oysters, crabs, beavers and more. Make May
your month to explore wetlands and share your
experiences with us all!

take pictures
and share our
love of wetlands.

The Portland area has some of the best urban
wetlands in the Nation. Don’t let indecision stop
you from exploring a wetland this year! Visit our
website to see a list of 10 great wetlands in the
Portland area. We have information on where to
walk, park, and view wildlife. Download our Wetland Passport for your kids to fill out during your
visit, they may make you visit more than one to
fill their passport with stamps.
More info: http://wetlandsconservancy.org/
stewardship/wetlandmonth/

Photo Contest Categories:
n

Lovely Landscape

n

Furry (Not) So Furry Friends

n

Beautiful Botanicals

n

E merging Ambassadors
For photographers 15 years of age and under

More Info: http://wetlandsconservancy.org/
stewardship/wetlandmonth/

Wetland Month Raffle

Above: Allie McCombs;
right: Tara Baker
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All donors and photo contest participants will
be entered into a drawing for one night at the
beach front Headlands Coastal Lodge and Spa in
Pacific City. For every friend of yours that donates
during American Wetlands month and identifies
you as the connector, we will add your name
again to the raffle.

Megan Garvey

ART FOR WETLANDS

Rock, Paper, Turtle
The Rock…Paper…Turtle…Art for Wetlands idea
began in November 2016, when Jan Rimerman
and Dave Haslett began working on their 2017
exhibition schedule. Jan, a mixed-media painter,
and Dave, a stone sculptor, planned a show in
their studio in West Linn in May. Little did they
know that this show would change their lives as
well as that of our local Western Pond Turtles.

Studio Event & Sale
May 4, 5, 6
11:00 am –5:00 pm
Multiple Locations Lake Oswego and
West Linn – see sidebar for details
Open studio show and sale of 21 Pacific Northwest artists. 20% of each art sale will support
The Wetlands Conservancy’s work to conserve
and enhance wetlands and Western Pond Turtle
habitat in Oregon.
Studio tour maps are available at the
Lakewood Center for the Arts, Lake Oswego
Public Library, The Wetlands Conservancy,
The Portland Art Museum Rental Sales Gallery
& Cascade Sotheby’s International Realty.

Art Sale
Events
The western pond turtle is a small- to mediumsized turtle found only on the west coast of the
United States of America and Mexico, ranging
from western Washington state to northern
Baja California. While turtles have persisted for
hundreds of millions of years from the time of
the dinosaurs, they are now facing a modern
extinction crisis worldwide, with half of all turtle
species at risk of disappearing.
Adult turtles can live up to 70 years, nest
on land and feed, breed and bask in water.
They prefer streams, ponds, lakes and permanent wetlands. They favor habitats with large
numbers of emergent logs or boulders, where
they aggregate to bask. In addition to basking
areas, turtles are in search of open spaces to
warm up their bodies to then lay their eggs.
Last spring TWC installed several turtle
nesting sites and basking logs at our Nyberg
Preserve.

Rock Paper Turtle Art Exhibit and Sale
Volunteer Opportunities May 4, 5, 6
For more details on all TWC American
Wetlands Month activities and events,
and Rock...Paper...Turtle, visit
www.wetlandsconervancy.org

Be a TWC ambassador at one of the six art
studios. Spend three hours at one of the six
art studios. For more information contact Patty
Lyons at pattylyons@wetlandsconservancy.org,
or call 503.227.0778.

APRIL 19
Cascade Sotheby’s
Real Estate Opening
Reception
Lake Oswego
APRIL 30
Lakewood Center for
the Arts Opening
Lake Oswego
MAY 4, 5, 6
Studio Sales
Multiple Locations
in Lake Oswego and
West Linn
MAY 12
Kids Tour and Activity
West Linn
MAY 20
Nyberg Wetland Tour
Tualatin
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As a long-time birder and artist Mary

“I have always loved the outdoors and wildlife.

Burgess is an expert observer. Her paint-

Wetlands, marshes and ponds are so important

ings spotlight many of Oregon’s native

to us all, they are our filters, they give us clean

frogs, birds, wildflowers and butterflies.

water. I think water is the next oil. We can’t live

Through participation in TWC’s Beaver

without it and we are not very careful with it I

Tales Art Exhibition and Rock…Paper…

want my art to continue to develop to tell these

Turtle Art for Wetlands, Mary has enjoyed her

stories, art is more than just a pretty picture.”

dual role of artist and wetland ambassador.

			– Mary Burgess

The Mega-storms of
the past few years have
illustrated the critical
Bayview Oxbow
Paul Englmeyer
role that wetlands play
in protecting property
and infrastructure. In the chaos following Hurricane Katrina’s devastation
in Louisiana, the loss of coastal assets from Sandy, or the extreme flooding
in Houston during Harvey, we keep hearing a common refrain: we’re paying
the price of decades-long wetlands destruction. Time and time again, the
follow-up recommendation is conservation and enhancement of wetlands
and floodplains going forward.
These events provide a great reminder to look to natural system
processes and adaptability for clues on how to best offset the rising
challenges to water security from climate change, development and
population growth. Water will always find its own path of least resistance.
Wetlands naturally reduce the impacts from
Watch our website and
floods, maintain water quality, and help
stabilize climatic conditions. Today, more than
social media posts for
ever, working with nature – instead of against
updates on our project
it – will be the key to success. Protecting
with The Confederated
wetlands, reconnecting wetlands and floodTribe of Siletz Indians to
plains, incorporating ecosystem function and
restore native oysters in
processes into restoration and enhancement
projects, will help turn the “conserve wetlands”
Yaquina Bay and details
chorus after each megastorm into effective
for our June 9 Yaquina
action.
Estuary field day.
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Shuck Portland!
Shuck Portland – which consisted of 20 dining
locations, 13 individual parties and dinners,
raffle, donations, t-shirts and oyster slurping all
over Portland – raised $20,000! The funds will
benefit The Wetlands Conservancy and WEBS
(Watershed, Estuary, Beach & Sea), as well as
Shuck Portland’s continuing efforts to gather
masses and make a difference on the Oregon
Coast. Special thanks to the Schuck Portland
team Lyf Gildersleeve (Flying Fish Co),
Maylin Chavez (Olympia Oyster Bar), Jaret
Foster (Tournant) and Natalia Toral for hosting
a week of oyster shucking, eating, education
and creation of a Portland oyster and estuary
movement. Visit our TWC website for a list
of all the restaurants, oyster growers, beer,
wine, metzcal and drink-makers, and businesses
that contributed to a fun and successful
Shuck Portland, Year One.

Shuck Portland

Wetlands
are Critical
to Mitigating
Climate
Change

Jakob Shockey

CHANGING OF THE BOARD

Welcome to New Board
Member Kimberlee Chambers

Volunteer Opportunities
Are you interested in conserving Oregon’s
Greatest Wetlands? We’d like to meet you!
There are a variety of ways to make a difference.
Here are a few:
n

Join a preserve work party

n

Help out with office projects

n

S
 upervise an information table
at a community event

n

 articipate in wetland and wildlife
P
inventories and data collection

Kimberlee is a Supply Chain and Sustainability
Program Manager, at Organically Grown
Company. Her roots in agriculture and conservation run deep – growing up on a family farm in
Ontario, Canada, she has conducted multiple
applied research projects with farmers and First
Nations communities in the U.S., Canada, and
Mexico while earning her Doctorate and Master’s
degrees in agroecology and ethnobiology from
UC Davis and the University of Victoria, BC.
Currently Kimberlee works with coworkers,
as well as growers, customers, and industry
partners on projects that advance progress
towards OGCs long term sustainability goals –
reducing carbon footprint, fossil fuels use, solid
waste, toxic substances, and working towards a
healthier ecologically sound and socially
just food system.

TWC Board
of Directors
John van Staveren
Chair

Scott Rich
Vice Chair

Kate Puckett
Secretary

Michael Menzies
Treasurer

Kimberlee Chambers
Mark Jockers
Carol Murdock
Morgan Rider
Giovanni Salimena
Amy van Saun

Staff
Esther Lev
Executive Director

Patty Lyons
Associate Director

Megan Garvey
Urban Property Steward

Paula Gagnon

Tell Us About Yourself
To get started as a volunteer, please complete
and submit our Volunteer Interest Application
at www.wetlandsconservancy.org, so we can
learn more about you. After we receive your
application, Patty Lyons will get in touch to
set up a time to meet with you and connect
you with the right project.

Wetland Steward

Kendra Manton
Communications Coordinator

Paul Engelmeyer
Coastal Steward

Kacy Woodley
Assistant Land Steward

Kris Hakari
Green Streets Technician

Share your photos with us on Facebook, Twitter
or Instagram. Tag us!

2018

SAVE THE DATE!
October 14, 2018

@oregonwetlands
@wetlandsconservancy

The Wetlands Conservancy
4640 SW Macadam #50
Portland, OR 97239
t 503.227.0778
f 971.229.1968

@thewetlandsconservancy
Use our hashtag #mywetland
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PLANNED
GIVING AND
E S TAT E
PLANNING

If you share our vision of partnering with communities across Oregon to conserve,
enhance and restore the physical and ecological values of Oregon’s greatest wetlands,
you can make conservation of these lands a part of your own legacy by making
a planned gift to TWC. A planned gift will allow you to maximize the financial
rewards of your philanthropy as these gifts are structured to help you
realize the full range of the tax and income incentives provided by law
to encourage charitable giving. A planned gift is a great way to ensure
that future generations will value Oregon’s wetlands.
Your planning today helps ensure that Oregon wetlands will be
protected for future generations. We strongly recommend that you
consult with your attorney, accountant and/or financial advisor
in evaluating which options might be appropriate for you.
Visit the Stewardship and Get involved section
of our website for more information.

www.wetlandsconservancy.org

Russell Tomlin
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